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SHEFFIELD  APPOINTS  NEWTOWN  ADMINISTRATOR 


Rhonda  LaBombard  has  been  appointed 
Sheffield's  fourth  town  administrator, 
effective  Aug.  1. 

LaBombard  is  no  stranger  to  the 
town.  After  serving  as  the  treasurer  and 
executive  secretary  for  Otis,  she  accepted 
a  position  in  Sheffield  as  administrative 
assistant  in  2006.  In  2007,  she  became 
Assistant  Town  Administrator,  working 
with  Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg, 
who  resigned  in  June.  She  says  that  they 
worked  well  together  and  refers  to  Kel- 
logg as  a  "great  mentor." 

As  assistant  town  administrator,  LaBom- 
bard worked  especially  with  the  Planning 
Board  and  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals.  She 
also  managed  the  telephone  system  and 
wrote  board  and  committee  minutes. 

She  is  very  excited  about  her  new 
position.  She  thinks  Sheffield  is  "a  great 


Rhonda  LaBombard 

town"  and  has  found  the  residents  to  be 
very  supportive.  Indeed,  she  finds  their 
support  to  be  "overwhelming." 


SCHOOL  BUDGET  PASSES  IN  CLOSE  VOTE 


The  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  budget  for  fiscal  year  2012  finally 
passed  when  voters  at  Sheffield's  special 
town  meeting  on  Aug.  10  approved  it  by 
one  vote,  74  to  73. 

The  vote  came  three  months  after 
Sheffield's  annual  town  meeting,  where 
the  district's  operating  and  transporta- 
tion budget  is  usually  approved.  (At 
that  meeting,  townspeople  did  approve 
the  district's  capital  budget.)  It  was  the 
second  special  meeting  that  Sheffield  had 
to  call.  The  one  in  June  failed  to  approve 


With  the  vote,  Sheffield  became  the 
fourth  of  the  five  towns  in  the  district  to 
approve  the  budget,  Afford,  Egremont 
and  Monterey  having  approved  it  at  their 
annual  town  meetings  in  May.  Under  the 
school  district's  agreement,  four  of  the 
five  towns  must  approve  a  budget  for  it 
to  pass. 

Following  Sheffield's  special  town 
meeting,  New  Marlborough  also 
approved  the  measure  at  a  special  town 
meeting.  But  voters  there  rejected  a 
Proposition  2/4  override,  leaving  town 

Continued  on  page  9 


LaBombard  received  an  Associate's 
degree  from  Berkshire  Community  Col- 
lege. Since  2006,  she  has  been  attending 
Westfield  State  College,  taking  courses 
in  business  management.  She  lives  in 
Otis. 

Until  LaBombard's  appointment, 
Kellogg  had  been  serving  as  town 
adminstrator  on  an  interim  basis.  His 
last  official  duty  was  at  the  special  town 
meeting  on  Aug.  10  where  the  town 
finally  approved  money  for  Sheffield's 
share  of  the  school  budget. 

LaBombard  is  ready  to  begin.  She  is 
looking  forward  to  hiring  a  new  sec- 
retary. One  of  her  priorities  will  be  to 
develop  stronger  relationships  between 
boards  and  committees.  And  she  wants 
town  residents  to  know  "the  door  is 
always  open."  — John  Wightman 

SHEFFIELD 
IN  CELEBRATION! 

Events  on  Sat.,  Sept  10  include: 

•The  Sheffield  Fair  at  the 

Town  Park,  noon  to  5pm. 

•  Kiwanis/Fire  Dept.  Steak 
Roast  at  the  firehouse, 
4:30  to  7:30pm. 

•  Music  by  the  Joint  Chiefs  at 
Dewey  Hall,  starting  at  8pm. 

See  page  1 2  for  details. 
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UNUSUAL  BUTTERFLY  VISITS  SHEFFIELD 
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Bartholomew's  Cobble 
has  had  an  unusual 
visitor  this  summer — 
a  lot  of  them.  They 
are  giant  swallowtails, 
North  America's  largest 
butterfly. 

"Last  fall  around  this 
time  I  saw  three  of  them  " 
said  Renee  Wendell, 
conservation  ranger  at 
the  Cobble. "They  were 
freshly  hatched  out  and 
in  perfect  condition,  obvi- 


Black  and  yellow:  the  giant 
swallowtail  butterfly. 


sightings."  Renee  was 
asked  to  report  the 
next  sighting,  and  his 
report  was  posted  on 
the  Massachusetts 
Butterfly  Club  website 
(www.butterfliesof 
massachusetts.net). 
A  second  brood 
hatched  in  the  sum- 
mer. "There  have  been 
dozens  flying  around 
the  Cobble  and 
Sheffield,"  Renee  says. 


ously  not  blown  here  by  a  storm  from  the      "Now  we  have  people  driving  °>x/i  hours 


South."  Giant  swallowtails  are  common 
in  the  South,  even  considered  a  pest  in 
citrus  orchards. 

"Then  this  spring  there  were  two 
dozen  or  so.  When  Audubon  did  its 
annual  southern  Berkshire  butterfly 
count  here  in  early  July,  I  mentioned  the 


from  Cape  Cod  and  beyond  to  see  them. 
I  am  told  this  is  quite  an  event." 

One  of  the  giant  swallowtail's  food 
plants  is  prickly  ash,  which  Renee  says  is 
abundant  in  the  Cobble.  A  cold  winter 
could  kill  off  overwintering  chrysalises. 
"Let's  hope  not!  They  are  awesome." 


Thank  You,  Supporters! 

Help  us  keep  Sheffield  informed! 

Each  year  the  Sheffield  Association  must  raise  $20,000  to  keep  our  community 

newsletter  going,  to  pay  for  printing,  postage,  insurance  and  the  like. 

Here's  what  a  recent  contributor  says:  "Sheffield  is  very  fortunate 

to  have  a  vehicle  such  as  the  Times. " 


Doug  Blanchard 
Herbert  &  Marjorie  Cary 
Susan  &  Jonathan  Curtiss 


Lester  Morrell 
Priscilla  Rueger 
Barbara  &Jim  Shiminski 


If  we  missed  thanking  you  here,  we'll  catch  you  in  the  next  issue. 
If  you  haven't  sent  in  your  contribution,  do  it  now!  See  page  27. 
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THE  GLORY  BE  TROUPE:  CLOWNING  AROUND  IN  SHEFFIELD 


"Be  a  clown,  be  a  clown.  Ail  the 
world  loves  a  clown,"  Judy  Garland 
and  Gene  Kelly  sang  in  the  1948 
movie  The  Pirate  while  they  danced 
and  tumbled  dressed  as  clowns.  In 
1995,  a  group  of  Sheffield  church 
members  took  that  advice  to  heart 
and  started  the  Glory  Be  Clown 
Troupe  as  a  ministry  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Shef- 
field—Old Parish  Church. 

The  idea  was  originally  Sally 
Kelly's.  Sally  now  lives  in  a  retirement 
community  in  New  Hampshire,  where 
she  started  a  new  clown  troupe  whose 
members  are  in  their  80s  and  90s. 

Although  the  troupe  still  considers 
itself  part  of  the  church,  it  has  become 
an  ecumenical  effort  and  includes 

people  outside  the  church.  Originally  .  ,     , 

i  i  li     r         l  1  he  clowns  with  their  float  in  threat  Barrington  s 

the  troupe  acted  out  parables  from  the  -__.,,         .  J  ,    .    t  «     T.     „  „  *  , 

D.Li   r      i        i  xt  250m  anniversary  parade  in  luly.   im  Kelly,  a  member 

Bible  tor  church  groups.  Now,  most  r.  ,    J.  rr     _        J.  . J^     . .     J.  , 

r  l  ■     i  ■  i       i-  •  of  the  troupe,  built  the  float  with  David  Brigham. 

or  their  skits  are  not  overtly  religious  j  r  j  & 

yet  contain  moral  messages,  such  as  coordinator  for  the  group. 

acting  fairly  or  treating  others  with  respect.  Catherine  Miller  came  to  clowning 

Recently,  the  troupe  has  added  skits  about      from  a  career  as  a  dean  and  professor  of 

bullying.  Through  mime,  they  show  how        psychology  at  Simons  Rock  College  in 

a  clown  might  feel  if  he  were  ostracized  by      Great  Barrington  and  SUNY  Albany  and 

others.  They  use  a  phone  to  teach  about 

cyber-bullying. 

The  troupe  performs  at  churches  of 


many  denominations  and  at  synagogues, 
at  schools,  and  at  civic  functions  like  the 


vice-president  and  chief  operating  officer 
of  Wheeler  and  Taylor  Insurance,  where 
she  started  its  Sheffield  office. 

Catherine,  who  plays  "Zeke,"  says  that  she     my  costume.  But  that  didn't  matter.  I  loved 
became  a  clown  because  "sometimes  we  take       doing  it." 


handmade  purses,  scarves  and  aprons. 
Although  she  has  been  widowed 
twice,  she  says,  "I  see  the  glass  as  half 
full."  She  says  she  got  her  sense  of 
humor  from  her  dad. "Being  a  clown 
has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  confi- 
dence in  my  life.  I  used  to  be  shy,  but 
now  I  am  outgoing." 

Sandy  French,  Marsha's  sister,  is 
also  one  of  the  founding  members. 
Her  clown,  "Willie,"  wears  a  Raggedy 
Andy  costume.  She  became  interested 
in  joining  the  group  when  she  read 
about  Sally  Kelly's  idea  in  the  church 
bulletin.  "I  just  love  making  people 
laugh,"  she  says,  "so  I  just  knew  this 
was  for  me." 

Sandy  is  a  certified  personal 
trainer  and  teaches  physical  fitness, 
working  in  that  field  for  30  years. 
Currently,  she  teaches  physical  fit- 
ness at  the  Senior  Center  Mondays 
and  Wednesdays  and  is  a  fitness 
instructor  and  personal  trainer  at 
the  Berkshire  South  Community  Center. 
"Even  when  I'm  with  a  class,  I  joke  around. 
I  want  my  students  to  feel  better,  physi- 
cally and  emotionally.  That's  why  I  love 
being  a  clown.  A  few  years  ago  we  per- 
formed during  Rail  Road  Days  in  Canaan. 
It  was  101  degrees  out  and  it  was  so  hot  in 


recent  Great  Barrington  250th  anniversary     ourselves  too  seriously  and  this  is  a  good  way  Jim  Kelly,  whose  clown  is  "Toots,"  is 


parade.  They  are  not,  as  one  member 
notes,  birthday  party  clowns. 

All  in  the  troupe  are  members  of 
Clowns  of  America,  a  professional 
organization,  and  their  clown  names  are 
registered.  None  of  them  has  had  profes- 
sional training. 

The  six  clowns  currently  in  the  troupe 
come  from  widely  diverse  backgrounds. 

Marilyn  Wightman  was  a  teacher  and 
social  service  administrator  who  dealt 
with  programs  on  substance  abuse.  More 
recently,  she  has  worked  on  issues  related 
to  low-income  housing  in  South  County. 
Her  character  is  "Klutz." 


of  letting  go."  Zeke  is  a  hobo,  which  makes  it  the  only  male  in  the  troupe  and  is  the 
harder  to  be  the  ever-funny  clown.  She  has  son  of  founder  Sally  Kelly.  Jim  currently 
to  always  have  the  walk,  the  expression  and  does  land  and  forestry  management 
the  demeanor  of  her  character.  and  has  a  small  orchard.  Jim  and  David 
"We've  learned  pretty  much  everything  Brigham,  from  New  Marlborough,  built 
on  our  own,"  she  says.  "Sally  Kelly  helped  the  troupe's  float  for  the  Great  Bar- 
in  the  beginning  and  occasionally  we've  rington  parade. 

had  a  theater  person  critique  our  work,  The  only  member  of  the  troupe  who 

but  the  make-up,  our  antics,  and  our  rep-  doesn't  currently  reside  in  Sheffield  is  Sue 


Kaufman.  Her  clown  is"Posie."  Sue's  hus- 
band, Art  Kaufman,  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  when  the  group 
was  first  started.  Sue  is  a  registered  nurse 


ertoire — we've  done  those  by  ourselves." 
Marsha  Kenyon,  whose  clown  is 

"Sunny"  the  sunflower,  is  one  of  the 

original  members  of  the  group.  Marsha  is 

also  a  ventriloquist,  learning  the  craft  from  with  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association.  The 

a  book.  Her  dummy  is  Corina,  who  looks  couple  now  lives  in  Pittsfield. 
Since  most  performances  are  done  in     like  a  Muppet.  Marsha  feels  she  is  espe-  Whether  they  are  performing  for 

mime,  Klutz  sometimes  narrates  when         daily  effective  when  the  troupe  performs  seniors  or  children,  at  schools  or  in 

introductions  are  warranted  or  situa-  at  nursing  homes. "I  put  Corina  in  front  of  parades,  the  Glory  Be  Clown  Troupe 

tions  need  to  be  explained.  But  usually,        my  face  and  she  talks'  to  the  residents  in  a  wants  to  continue  bringing  the  message  of 

the  actions  speak  for  themselves  and  the      little  girl's  voice.  I  fade  into  the  background  loving  kindness  to  all  through  laughter  and 

message  can  easily  be  understood.  "We        and  the  residents  answer  Corina  as  if  she  fun.  As  the  peals  of  laughter  and  delight 

focus  on  laughter  as  a  gift,  and  we  try  to      were  a  real  person."  that  surround  their  performances  show,  all 

get  the  themes  across  in  a  lighthearted  Marsha  currently  does  housecleaning  the  world  does  love  a  clown, 

way,"  she  says.  Marilyn  is  the  scheduling      and  she  also  sews  and  hopes  to  sell  her  — Judith  Schumer 


Community  News 


ASHLEY  POND:  THE  HOUSE  THAT  LOVE  BUILT 


In  the  40s,  50s  and  60s,  Rheingold  beer 
accounted  for  35  percent  of  the  beer  sold 
in  New  York,  with  a  memorable  jingle 
that  began,  "My  beer  is  Rheingold,  the 
dry  beer."  At  the  center  of  its  media  cam- 
paign was  Miss  Rheingold,  the  epitome 
of  the  all- American  girl. 

The  public  voted  each  year  on  who 
would  be  featured  as  Miss  Rheingold, 
and  it  was  said  that  the  contest  was  as 
highly  anticipated  as  the  race  for  the 
White  House.  By  popular  acclaim,  these 
were  the  loveliest  girls  in  America.  Grace 
Brown,  of  Ashley  Falls,  remembers  the 
excitement  of  taking  part  in  the  Miss 
Rheingold  contest  and  becoming  one  of 
the  six  finalists. 

For  Grace,  that  was  only  one  of 
a  string  of  modeling  successes  in  her 
career.  Born  and  raised  in  Richmond, 
VA,  she  attended  Sweet  Briar  College  - 
and  spent  a  junior  year  abroad  in  France, 
where  she  was  preparing  to  become  a 


A  big  Berkshire  Bear  paw  to 

incoming  new  students 

Jackson  Aldam,  Melody 

Barros  and  Dan  Driscoll  of 

Sheffield  and  Arwen  Neski  of 

Ashley  Falls.  Along  with  14 

returning  students  from  town, 

they're  among  Berkshire's  best 

and  brightest! 


Berkshire  School 

A  big  part  of  Sheffield  since  1907 
www.  berkshireschool.  org 


French  teacher.  After  graduation,  she 
married  Brady  Brown,  her  childhood 
sweetheart.  Brady,  having  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  Korean  War,  returned  to 
New  York  City  and  his  career  in  adver- 
tising with  Young  and  Rubicam. 

Grace  came  to  New  York  City  full 
of  the  energy  and  confidence  of  youth. 
Having  worked  as  a  floor  model  in  Thal- 
himer's,  the  legendary 
southern  department 
store  chain,  she  knew 
something  about 
clothes  and  model- 
ing. Grace  went  to 
Seventh  Ave.,  fashion 
mecca,  where  an  ele- 
vator man  suggested 
she  try  photographic 
modeling.  There  was 
a  slight  faux  pas  when 
the  first  modeling 
agency  asked  Grace 
for  "her  book"  and 
she  handed  them  the 
copy  of  Ben  Hur, 
the  book  she  was 
currently  reading,  not 
realizing  that  they 
were  looking  for  her 
modeling  portfolio  of  photographs. 

Sent  to  a  photographic  studio  for 
a  shoot,  Grace  immediately  caught 
the  attention  of  the  editor-in-chief  of 
Seventeen  Magazine,  who  was  looking 
for  new  faces.  She  was  on  her  way  to 
a  successful  photographic  modeling 
career,  including  working  with  the  Ford 
Agency  and  the  agency  of  billionaire 
Huntington  Hartford. 

The  decade  of  the  1950s  was  an 


She  was  in  all  the  popular  magazines 
of  the  time  including  Look,  Life,  The 
Saturday  Evening  Post,  Ladies'  Home 
Journal  and  Good  Housekeeping.  She 
also  modeled  for  Johnson  and  Johnson, 
Clairol,  Oil  of  Olay  and  many  more.  In 
addition,  she  posed  for  the  outstand- 
ing photographers  of  the  era,  including 
Irving  Penn  and  Richard  Avedon. 

Bill  Cunning- 
ham, famed  for  the 
street  and  society 
pictures  he  takes  for 
the  New  York  Times 
and  featured  in  a 
recent  documentary, 
Bill  Cunningham 
New  York,  was  a 
millinery  designer 
in  the  1950s.  Grace 
modeled  his  hats 
and  still  owns  what's 
known  as  the  "but- 
ton" hat. 

After  the  birth 
of  a  son,  the  first  of 
four  children,  Grace 
gradually  withdrew 
from  modeling  to 
raise  her  family 
in  Rye,  NY.  Brady  continued  working 
for  several  advertising  agencies.  In  1972 
the  Browns  came  to  the  Berkshires  and, 
skimming  the  real  estate  ads  in  the  local 
paper,  saw  one  for  an  abandoned  marble 
quarry  in  Ashley  Falls.  Both  Grace  and 
Brady  had  grown  up  loving  the  swim- 
ming quarries  in  Virginia  and,  as  she  says 
now,  "we  fell  in  love  with  the  property." 
The  Ashley  Falls  Marble  Company, 
which  had  opened  in  1876,  produced  fine 
white  marble  that  was  used  in  churches 


Grace  Brown,  with  daughter  Catherine, 
photographed  by  Irving  Penn. 


optimistic  time,  and  Americans  were 

eager  to  achieve  the  good  life  promoted      and  banks  and  in  Arlington  National 

by  advertisers.  In  the  50s,  that  included     Cemetery.  At  its  height  in  1906,  the 


enjoying  beer  and  cigarettes.  Advertis- 
ers, anxious  to  appeal  to  both  sexes, 
wanted  to  show  images  of  attractive 
but  wholesome  women  enjoying  their 
products.  Grace,  with  her  girl-next- 
door  looks,  became  the  face  not  only 
of  Rheingold  beer,  but  also  of  Lucky 
Strike  cigarettes,  with  whom  she  had 
a  rare  three-year  contract  that  also  left 
her  free  to  model  for  other  companies. 


quarry  employed  between  60  and  80  men 
and  operated  day  and  night.  But  it  had  a 
troubled  history,  burning  to  the  ground  in 
1916;  later  owners  went  bankrupt. 

The  Browns  purchased  the  quarry 
in  July  1972,  and  they  faced  a  project 
that  would  have  daunted  fainter  hearts. 
However,  as  Grace  says,  "We  were  young 
and  dumb."  They  plunged  into  it  with 
gusto.  One  cause  of  the  quarry  owners' 


SPEAK  UP! 


financial  troubles  were  artesian  springs 
at  the  bottom  of  the  quarry  that  often 
flooded  it.  The  most  recent  owner  had 
planned  to  turn  the  site  into  a  fishing 
camp  and  placing  on  the  property  motel 
units  bought  from  a  motel  on  Route  7  A 
that  had  gone  bankrupt  when  Route  7 
bypassed  the  area. 

Among  other  things,  the  Browns 
discovered  23  abandoned  vehicles  on  the 
property.  Not  knowing  how  else  to  deal 
with  them,  they  simply  bulldozed  them 
under  and  covered  them  with  topsoil. 
Local  builder  Matthew  Gilligan,  working 
closely  with  Brady  Brown,  served  as  the 
general  contractor  to  rebuild  an  existing 
structure  on  the  property  and  craft  it  into 
a  home.  A  potentially  dangerous  85 -foot 
smokestack  was  demolished,  and  the 
brick  used  in  an  addition  to  the  house. 

The  Browns  named  the  pond  and 
their  new  home  'Ashley  Pond."  Over  the 
years,  the  Browns  first  came  up  on  week- 


ends, then  for  summers  and 
then,  like  many  of  us,  finally 
moved  to  the  Berkshires 
year-round.  Brady  Brown, 
who  died  in  2006,  started 
a  company  called  Hydro - 
sorbent  that  employed  local 
people  and  continues  to  this 
day,  with  a  branch  in  Australia. 

The  pond,  now  beautifully  land- 
scaped over  the  years  by  the  Browns,  is 
at  least  65  feet  deep  in  parts.  From  time 
to  time,  local  firemen  have  practiced 
scuba  diving  in  its  depths.  The  Browns 
have  also  been  generous  in  sharing  this 
idyllic  spot  with  others,  opening  their 
home  and  grounds  to  the  Sheffield 


The  local  chapter  ofToastmasters  International 
invites  people  to  learn  the  art  of  public  speaking,  as 
well  as  building  leadership  skills.  Speakers  with  no 
experience  can  learn  how  to  do  it,  and  experienced 
speakers  can  improve  their  presentation  skills. 
Visitors  attend  for  free. The  group  meets  the  first, 
third  and  fifth  Tuesdays  of  each  month,  from  noon 
to  1 :15pm  at  Berkshire  Community  College  South, 
343  Main  St.,  Great  Barrington.  For  information: 
Laura@Everyoneslnvited.com,  4 1 3-7 1 7-0 1 83, 
www.Toastmasters.org. 


Brady  Brown  was  on  the  vestry  of  the 
church  and  was  instrumental  in  help- 
ing to  create  the  garden  at  the  rear  of 
the  sanctuary,  making  the  most  of  the 
"borrowed  landscape"  in  the  river  basin 
beyond  the  church's  property  and  creat- 
ing the  Grace  Garden. 

Today,  this  lovely  Ashley  Falls  home 
is  a  testament  to  the  vision  and  imagina- 


Historical  Society,  the  Berkshire  Botani-     tion  of  Grace  and  Brady.  Full  of  surprises, 


cal  Garden,  the  Sheffield  Times  and, 
recently  the  Mad  Gardeners. 

In  addition,  they  have  hosted  events 
for  their  Sheffield  church,  Christ 
Church  Episcopal/Trinity  Lutheran. 


such  as  the  verdigris  deer  that  border  the 
driveway  and  the  decoy  ducks  bobbing  on 
the  pond,  it  is,  as  Grace  Brown  says/the 
house  that  love  built." 

— Dr.  Gillian  Hettinger 


The  New  Marlborough 
Village  Association 
presents 


music 


more 

music  •  film 
authors  •  art 

At  the  Meeting  House 
on  the  Village  Green, 
Rt.  57  in  the  center  of 
New  Marlborough,  MA 

Art  Gallery  Shows 

through  October  2 

Hours:  Fri,  Sat  &  Sun 

11  am -4  pm 

&  during  Music  &  More  events. 


Jazz,  Wine  &  Food 

Vocalist  Hilary  Gardner,  and  "West  73rd,"  a  jazz  quartet, 

re-imagine  music  by  Kurt  Weill;  plus  Gala  wine  tasting 

Saturday  September  10,  4:30pm 

The  Apollo  Trio 

Curtis  Macomber,  violin;  Michael  Kannen,  cello; 
Marija  Stroke ,  piano 

Saturday  September  17,  4:30pm 

A  Bob  Dylan  Multi-Media  Celebration 

with  Seth  Rogovoy,  the  Rolling  Rogovoy  Review  and 

famed  Dylan  photographer  Ken  Regan 

Saturday  September  24,  4:30pm 

Award-Winning  Authors 

Mitchel  Levitas  (NY  Times),  host 

Guests:  Andrew  Hacker  &  Claudia  Dreifus; 

Bruce  Murkoff;  Tracy  Kidder 

Saturday,  October  1,  4:30pm 


Receptions  with  the  artists  after  the  performances 


FOR  TICKETS,  DISCOUNTS  AND  INFORMATION: 

www.newmarlborough.org  •  (413)  229-2785 


Community  News 


MATT  AND  BILL  BUILT  A  HOUSE-ACTUALLY,  400  OF  THEM 


Chances  are  you  live  in  a  Gilligan 
house  or  know  someone  who  does. 

Brothers  Matthew  (1905-1994) 
and  William  (1906-1995)  Gilligan 
were  born  on  a  small  farm  on  Silver 
St.  in  Sheffield.  Mostly  the  family  ate 
what  they  grew,  but  they  made  a  little 
money  taking  milk  from  their  few 
cows  by  horse-and-wagon  to  Willow- 
brook  Dairy. 

The  brothers  attended  the  old  Shef- 
field High  School,  where  they  excelled 
in  baseball  and  basketball.  After  high 
school  (his  graduating  class  had  five 
members),  Matt  worked  for  the  railroad 
and  then  for  contractor  Frank  Williams. 
In  an  interview  taped  in  1993,  Matt  said 
that  learning  carpentry  was  "the  best 
thing  that  ever  happened  to  me,"  adding 
with  a  typical  twinkle, "[Frank]  also  had 
a  nice-looking  daughter."  When  Frank 
Williams  died,  in  1928,  Joe  Peters,  his 
senior  carpenter,  took  over  the  business. 
Bill,  who  had  worked  first  for  Conrad 
Weidmer,  joined  Matt  in  working  for 
Peters.  But  after  several  years  both 
brothers  were  laid  off. 
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Gary  Gilligan,  Dick  Coon,  John  Gilligan,  Bill 
Gilligan  and  Matt  Gilligan  in  front  oj  the  Gilligan 
Brothers  building  on  Main  St.  in  1983. 


a  member  of  Gilligan  Brothers,  he 
helped  design  some  of  the  firms  houses. 

Bill,  Clarice,  and  their  two  daugh- 
ters originally  lived  on  South  Main  St., 
in  a  house  designed  and  built  by  the 
firm.  In  1941  a  picture  of  the  house 
was  published  on  the  cover  of  American 
Builders  magazine,  and  it  was  selected 
as  one  of  the  12  outstanding  houses 
built  that  year  in  the  nation.  The  red 
paint  used  for  the  house,  later  called 
"Gilligan  Brothers  Red  House  Paint," 
became  so  popular  that  Gilligan  Broth- 
ers had  to  enlist  the  Norfolk  Paint  Co. 
of  Boston  to  produce  it  for  them  (a 
small  Gilligan  house  on  Bow  Wow  Rd. 
still  has  this  famous  red  paint).  Altered 
only  slightly,  the  plans  for  Bill  Gilligan's 
house  were  used  for  the  Alfred  Piatt 
residence  on  South  Egremont  Rd., 
which  in  1948  was  given  a  six-page 
spread  in  Good  Housekeeping. 

The  1958  Berkshire  Courier  article 
noted: "The  old  saw  about  a  man  build- 
ing a  better  mousetrap  who  will  have 
the  world  beating  a  path  to  his  door 
regardless  of  his  location  can  well  apply 


In  1933  Matt  and  Bill  went  into  business  for  themselves,  forming     to  the  Gilligan  Brothers  contracting  firm. . . .  There  are  few  small- 


Gilligan  Brothers  Contracting  Company,  designers  and  builders, 
with  a  shop  in  their  parents' garage.  A  1958  article  in  the  Berkshire 
Courier  quoted  Bill: "When  we  built  our  first  house,  a  four-room-and 
bath  affair,  the  labor  was  contracted  for  $430.  And  the  work  was 
done  by  two  men  in  30  days,  without  the  use  of  power  tools." 

Purchasing  lumber  and  other  supplies  required  more  space, 
so  they  soon  moved  their  headquarters  to  Berkshire  School  Rd., 
across  from  the  cemetery.  In  1946  they  bought  property  on  Main 


town  firms  that  have  gained  such  nationwide  prominence." 

Matt  loved  Marsh  Cottage,  which  he  built  on  Maple  Ave.  The 
stone  he  used  for  the  basement  came  from  stonewalls  that  sur- 
rounded the  area,  paid  for  by  fencing  supplied  to  owners  of  the 
walls.  The  brothers  also  used  old  brick,  especially  a  supply  trucked 
in  from  a  Borden's  milk  plant  near  Amenia,  NY. 

In  1972  Grace  Brown  and  her  late  husband,  Brady — New 
Yorkers  who  had  "done  the  usual  routine  of  falling  in  love  with  the 


St.  from  Frederick  French  and  remodeled  it  for  the  contracting  and     Berkshires" — bought  an  abandoned  marble  quarry  in  Ashley  Falls, 
lumber  business.  They  also  included  a  store  that  sold  hardware  and     the  pit  then  filled  with  clear  water.  They  hired  Matt  to  convert  a 


household  appliances.  Sensitive  to  the  Colonial  look  of  the  town 
center,  they  faced  the  building,  south  of  Dewey  Hall,  with  brick. 

By  the  end  of  their  long  careers,  the  Gilligan  brothers  had  built 
more  than  400  houses  not  only  in  Sheffield  but  also  in  nearby 
towns  in  the  Berkshires,  Connecticut  and  New  York  State.  Bill's 
daughter  Judy,  who  has  lived  in  Sheffield  most  of  her  life,  says  she 
constantly  runs  into  people  who  tell  her:  "I  lived  in  one  of  your 
father's  houses." 

There  is  no  specific"look"  to  a  Gilligan  house;  the  broth- 
ers were  primarily  builders,  and  they  built  what  people  wanted, 
sometimes  to  their  own  designs  and  sometimes  working  with  the 
designs  of  others.  Many  of  the  houses  were  small,  and  most  have 
been  added  onto  over  the  years.  The  later  houses  tended  to  be 


small  brick  building  on  the  property  into  a  house.  [See  the  story  on 
page  4  for  more  on  this  house.] 

The  Browns  had  very  definite  ideas  about  their  house,  and 
Matt's  responses  were  sensitive  and  intuitive.  Whether  it  was  Brady 
making  a  rough  drawing  on  a  napkin,  Grace  showing  a  picture 
torn  out  of  a  magazine,  or  the  wish  for  bathroom  floors  tiled  with 
marble  tailings  found  on  the  property,  Matt  realized  their  dreams. 

Grace  says  that  "he  did  what  he  said  he  was  going  to  do  and  he 
did  it  on  time."  When  the  Browns  were  stumped,  as  with  creating 
stairs  to  the  loft  in  a  cramped  space,  Matt  offered  his  own  solutions, 
which  pleased  them.  Typical  for  the  Gilligans,  Matt  used  old  and 
available  materials,  whether  it  was  barn  siding  or  brick  from  an 
abandoned  smokestack.  Grace  vividly  and  fondly  remembers  Matt. 


larger;  the  Connecticut  home  where  actress  Meryl  Streep  now  lives     "He  was  charming,  with  curly  hair.  Heavy  set  but  strong.  Sort  of 
(designed  by  a  New  York  architect)  was  one  of  the  last.  like  Placido  Domingo,"  she  says. 

A  third  brother,  Earle,  was  a  building  designer.  Although  never  Later,  Dick  Coon,  Matt's  son-in-law,  built  on  to  the  house  to 


FROM  THE  ASSESSOR'S  OFFICE 


make  room  for  the  Browns  growing  family,  smoothly  blending  the 
structures  while  respecting  Matt's  original. 

The  Gilligan  Brothers  also  worked  on  commercial  projects, 
starting  in  1936  when  they  added  onto  Center  School  (now 
Sheffield's  Bushnell-Sage  Library).  Other  commercial  endeavors 
were  the  Great  Barrington  Savings  Bank;  the  x-ray  unit  at  Fairview 
Hospital;  the  theatre  at  Simons  Rock;  Buck  dormitory  at  Berk- 
shire School;  schools  in  Sandisfield  and  in  Salisbury,  Connecticut; 
the  dormitory  at  Gould  Farm,  in  Monterey.  And,  in  1966,  they 
built  a  place  that  all  of  us  visit — the  current  Sheffield  post  office. 

Among  Gilligan  Brothers  most  inventive  and  memorable  proj- 
ects was  the  development  of  Sheffield's  Mill  Pond,  the  best  fishing 
ground  in  all  of  Massachusetts,  according  to  Bill.  The  original  dam 
and  two-story  mill  were  built  in  1735,  when  the  water  power  was 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  Later,  the  mill  became  a  sawmill 
and  then  it  distilled  vinegar,  cider  brandy  and  fine  rye  whiskey  (sold 
at  35  cents  a  quart).  In  the  late  1880s,  the  mill  was  torn  down  and 
the  whole  area  declined. 

Bill  remembered  that,  after  the  huge  flood  of  1938, "I  drove 
by  this  flooded  swamp  and  saw  the  possibility  of  a  lake.  I  talked 
with  my  brother  Matt  about  it.  We  got  into  a  canoe  and  paddled 
upstream  about  a  mile,  through  brush  and  trees.  We  decided  that 
this  would  be  a  good  project  to  clear  the  lake  basin,  rebuild  the 


The  annual  deadline  for  chapter  6 1 A  and  6 1 B 
is  on  or  before  October  1st.  No  Exceptions! 
If  you  have  questions,  call  229-7000  EXT.  1 55 


dam,  and  flood  the  lake."  The  next  week,  Bill  went  to  the  owner, 
James  Carson,  and  by  the  end  of  the  following  week  Gilligan 
Brothers  were  owners  of  169-acre  Mill  Pond,  which  they  (with 
determination  and  much  labor)  turned  into  a  beautiful  lake. 

People  came.  Gilligan  Brothers  built  a  number  of  houses  along 
the  pond.  At  one  end,  they  built  five  small  cottages  in  a  little  semi- 
circle. They  rented  these  houses  both  to  locals  and  to  summer  visi- 
tors. Matt  lived  for  a  time  in  one  (since  moved  to  Miller  Avenue), 
but  the  others  remain.  In  1947  Bill  Gilligan  and  his  family  moved 
into  one  of  these  houses,  greatly  enlarged.  His  daughter  Judy  lives 
there  today. 

Across  the  pond  are  55  unspoiled  acres  that  provide  an  amaz- 
ing view  for  all  who  live  on  the  pond  or  those  passing  by.  Bill's 
daughter  Judy,  honoring  her  father's  wishes,  is  determined  to  keep 
this  valuable  tract  unspoiled. 

After  almost  40  years,  Bill  and  Matt  Gilligan  retired,  in 
1972.  Gilligan  Brothers  and  Sheffield  Lumber  Company  passed 
to  Matt's  sons,  Gary  and  John,  and  to  Dick  Coon,  the  husband 
of  Matt's  daughter,  Holly.  Though  the  company  closed  in  1992, 
the  family  tradition  carries  on.  In  1992,  Dick  formed  the  Dick 
Coon  Construction  business,  now  run  by  two  of  his  sons,  with 
offices  in  the  Gilligan  Brothers  building  on  Main  St. 

— Gilian  Shallcross 


Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  Future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours 

May  through  September.  Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of 

common  people  from  the  Revolutionary  generation  onward, 

including  the  intriguing  history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for 

whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  and  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  most 

Mondays  and  Fridays,  from  1:30  to  4pm,  year  round. 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  Town  Green  func- 
tions as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space.  Open 
weekends  April  to  December. 


159  Main  Street  •  PO  Box  747  •  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  •  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


Community  News 


THE  REVOLUTION  WILL  NOT  BE  PASTEURIZED:  MOON  IN  THE  POND  FARM 

Like  any  entrepreneur,  Dom  is  restless  to  try  new  things, 
to  extend  the  range  of  his  interests  and  practices.  What  makes 
Moon  in  the  Pond  so  special,  though,  is  Dom's  focus  on  recover- 
ing the  lost  arts  of  farming  and  food  preparation.  Something  as 
basic  as  his  milk  cows — right  now  a  Normandy  and  a  Scottish 
Highlands  and  a  Jersey — began  in  such  a  moment  of  curiosity,  as 
do  many  of  the  delicacies,  from  liverwurst  to  guanciale  (cured  pig 
jowl)  that  he  makes  on  the  farm. 

Dom  resurrects  and  preserves  old  practices  to  bring  them 
into  the  present,  always  both  master  and  pupil,  always  learning 
and  always  passing  on  what  he  has  gleaned.  One  recipient  of  his 
expertise  was  Sean  Stanton,  who  now  runs  Blue  Hill  Farm  and 
North  Plain  Road  Farm  in  Great  Barrington.  And  as  a  recent 
New  York  Times  article  featuring  Rich  Ciotola  and  his  old-style 
oxen  plow  team  notes,  Rich  learned  his  technique  from  Dom, 
who,  in  turn,  learned  it  from  a  farmer  at  Hancock  Shaker  Village. 

The  other  day,  Dom  showed  me  one  of  his  latest  experiments: 
cheese.  Over  the  years  Dom  has  tried  several  types.  This  year, 
he  let  Barnum  Street's  natural  cultures  take  over.  The  result  is 
several  golden,  crusty  and  dense  rounds.  Dom  splits  one  in  half. 
Though  a  bit  crumbly,  it  is  a  rich  butter-yellow.  A  piece  skit- 
ters onto  the  floor.  His  old  dog  Jasper  lunges  for  it,  but  not  fast 
enough.  I  want  it  more.  In  my  mouth  it  blooms,  the  tang  trans- 
formed into  a  bright  burst  of  concentrated  flavor,  the  essence  of 
Dom's  sublime  milk,  powerful  and  funky,  then  warm  and  mellow, 
then  again  spiky  and  sassy,  lingering  with  a  musky  sweetness. 
Wow. 

The  experience  is  thrilling,  a  discovery.  And  such  delicious 
discoveries  are  everywhere  at  Moon  in  the  Pond,  from  unbe- 
lievable liverwurst  and  lardo  (good  enough  for  Matt  Rubiner's 
exquisite  taste  buds)  to  earthy  mutton,  serious  steaks  and 
sausage,  tomatoes  so  good  a  friend  hides  them  when  guests  come 
over,  and  what  my  family  calls  his  "million  dollar"  bacon,  because 
it's  that  good  and  that  expensive — though,  as  Dom  will  tell  you, 
he  could  charge  even  more  because  he  always  sells  out. 

Sadly,  making  and  selling  food  that  good  is  not  enough, 
and  Moon  in  the  Pond's  mission  is  now  in  jeopardy.  Dom  has 
supported  the  farm,  its  programs  and  its  outreach  with  money 
he  earned  managing  a  wealthy  artist's  large  property  in  Fairfield 


Dominic  Palumbo's  Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm  is  a  working  farm, 
with  soup  bones  in  the  grass  for  the  dogs,  ducks  and  geese  and 
turkeys  running  around  like  packs  of  raucous  teenagers,  gas 
canisters  and  milk  pails  ready  for  action,  wide  brimmed  straw 
hats  hanging  over  work  gloves  on  the  side  porch  and  every  hour 
taken  up  with  feeding  animals,  weeding  and  scything,  gathering 
eggs,  repairing  hay  ricks,  milking  cows,  fixing  fences,  harvesting 
vegetables  and  preparing  meals. 

Tucked  back  from  Barnum  St.,  the  old  farmhouse  is  hap- 
pily settled  on  its  foundation,  its  steps  seemingly  deposited  by 
the  retreating  glacier.  A  shed  overflows  with  jars  and  signs  and 
tools  like  one  of  Route  7  s  curio  shops.  Out  back  are  the  chicken 
coop,  beehives,  a  smoke  house  and  a  small  garden.  Out  front  is 
a  makeshift  sitting  area  with  a  few  ragged  mid-century  modern 
metal  chairs,  some  sophisticated  shrubs  and  small  trees  in 
buckets — a  cordless  phone  pokes  out  of  one — a  giant  triangular 
chow  bell  and  several  rusting  plows  with  weeds  growing  up 
around  like  reminders  of  an  earlier  age  in  farming. 

This  mixture  of  modern  and  antique  hints  at  Dom's  real 
mission:  bringing  into  the  present  an  old  tradition  of  sustainable 
agriculture  and  "diversity  permaculture,"  the  idea  that  the  widest 
possible  variety  of  plant  and  animal  species  is  necessary  for  the 
health  of  local  ecosystems  and  indeed  the  entire  planet.  In  that 
way,  Moon  in  the  Pond  is  really  a  school,  a  laboratory.  Dom  is  the 
presiding  mad  scientist,  always  experimenting,  always  innovating. 

Dom  was  a  founder  of  Sheffield's  Farmers  Market  and  has 
sold  meat  and  produce  and  other  examples  of  his  craft  there 
every  year  since  it  started.  Few  realize,  however,  that  Moon 
on  the  Pond  Farm  is  also  a  not-for-profit  educational  institu- 
tion and  a  hub  for  the  local  sustainable  agriculture  movement. 
Scores  of  young  farmers  apply  for  internship  and  apprentice 
positions  there,  and  school  groups  from  as  near  as  Under- 
mountain  Elementary  and  as  far  as  Cambridge,  MA,  and  New 
York  City  use  the  farm  as  their  classroom.  University  students 
from  schools  like  Yale  and  chefs-in-training  from  the  Culinary 
Institute  of  America  also  come  here  to  learn.  No  surprise,  then, 
that  Dom  was  selected  to  speak  about  the  future  of  farming  to 
the  American  Delegation  at  the  2008  Slow  Food's  Terra  Madre 
Conference  in  Torino,  Italy. 


NEW  MARLBOROUGH  MUSIC  &  MORE 

Music  and  More  New  Marlborough  continues  its  20th  anniver- 
sary season  with  five  exciting  events  on  Sundays  in  September 
and  October. 

On  Sept.  3,  the  "Goldberg"  Trio  (violinist  Daniel  Stepner, 
violist  Ronald  Gorevic  and  cellist  Guy  Fishman)  will  perform 
music  by  Mozart,  Beethoven  and  Harbison,  as  well  as  an 
extraordinary  arrangement  for  string  trio  of  Bach's  "Gold- 
berg" variations. 

On  Sept.  10,  vocalist  Hilary  Gardner  explores  and  re- 
imagines  songs  by  Kurt  Weill  and  others.  A  gala  wine  tasting, 
hosted  by  Domaney's  Fine  Wines,  will  follow  in  the  Meeting 
House  Art  Gallery. 


On  Sept.  17,  the  Apollo  Trio  (Curtis  Macomber,  Michael 
Kannen  and  Marija  Stroke)  will  perform  music  by  Beethoven, 
Shostakovich  and  Dvorak. 

On  Sept.  24,  Seth  Rogovoy  (musician,  author,  award-winning 
music  critic)  celebrates  Bob  Dylan  with  a  multimedia  program. 
The  Meeting  House  Gallery  will  present  an  exhibition  of  Dylan 
photographs  by  Ken  Regan,  from  Sept.  24  to  Oct.  2. 

On  Oct.  I ,  Mitchel  Levitas  of  the  New  York  Times  will  host 
a  round-table  discussion  with  four  prominent  authors:  Andrew 
Hacker,  Claudia  Dreifus,  Bruce  Murkoff  and  Tracy  Kidder. 

Programs  take  place  at  4:30  at  the  Meeting  House  on  the 
Village  Green,  Route  57,  in  New  Marlborough. 


County.  When  the  owner  decided  to  cut  costs,  Dom  was  out  of  a 
job  and  Moon  in  the  Pond  lost  its  primary  source  of  funding. 

Now  Dom  is  "up  against  it ,"  as  he  says.  Without  that  outside 
income,  he  cannot  sustain  his  farm's  educational  mission.  What 
to  do?  That  is  a  question  Dom  is  still  mulling  over.  He  hopes  that 
a  combination  of  grants  and  community  support  will  make  up 
the  significant  costs  of  keeping  this  educational  institution  going. 
Colleges  and  universities  run  on  endowments  and  charitable  giv- 
ing, and  like  them,  Dom  now  needs  to  raise  money,  and  soon. 

On  a  recent  Thursday,  I  walked  into  the  kitchen  to  find  Dan,  a 
farm  intern,  and  Nick,  visiting  for  the  day,  sitting  at  the  table.  They 
were  scraping  mold  off  a  sturdy  looking  haunch,  hoof  attached, 
well  on  its  way  to  glorious  prosciutto-hood.  Dan  and  Nick  recently 
graduated  with  degrees  in  engineering  from  UConn,  but  have 
decided  to  dedicate  themselves  to  farming.  Is  the  prosciutto  ready? 
They  have  no  idea.  They  continue  to  scrape  and  chat  while  we 
wait.  When  Dom  finally  comes  in,  he  smells  and  probes  the  leg  and 
declares  it  needs  another  week  or  two  in  the  cellar. 

Over  his  shoulder  hangs  a  Connecticut  Board  of  Pharmacy 
certificate  made  out  to  his  namesake  Dominic  J.  Palumbo,  dated 
1932.  The  document  is  a  reminder  of  the  healing  aspect  inherent 
in  natural  and  slow  food,  on  sustainable  agriculture  and  diversity 
permaculture.  Dom's  approach,  his  farm,  may  seem  out  of  the 
past,  but  it  seeks  to  solve  a  contemporary  problem  of  how  to 
sustain  ourselves  and  our  planet.  — Adam  Casdin 


FARMERS  MARKET  ENDS  ITS  I  Ith  SEASON 

The  Sheffield  Farmers  Market  ends  its  201  I  season  on  Sept. 
2.AII  who  worked  to  make  it  a  success  thank  the  community 
for  its  patronage. 

This  year's  location,  with  some  of  the  vendors  in  front  of 
Old  Parish  Church,  made  for  a  more  festive  and  busy  look  to 
our  downtown  on  Friday  afternoons.  Special  effort  was  made 
by  Kathy  Orlando  and  Trudy  Miller  to  guide  market  shoppers 
to  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot,  keeping  parking  spaces  on  the 
Sheffield  Green  open  to  patrons  of  the  other  merchants. 

We  thank  those  whose  donations  helped  the  Market 
purchase  safety  cones,  new  signage  and  advertise  in  local 
media:  Emily  &  John  Alexander,  Ann  Barrett,  Elisabeth  Casdin, 
Mildred  &  Lo-Yi  Chan,  Neil  Chrisman,  Paul  &  Carol  Collins, 
Sally  Cook,  Philip  &  Susan  Detjens,  Puck  &  Ann  Douglas, 
Peter  &  Patricia  Elsbach,  Marcia  &  Bruce  Fowle,  Richard  & 
Athena  Kimball.Allison  Lassoe,  Catherine  Miller,  Katherine 
Ness  &  John  James,  Elisabeth  O'Connor,  Fred  &  Elaine  Panitz, 
Susan  Rothschild,  Peter  &  Ellen  Rowntree,  Katherine  Stookey, 
Robert  &  Rebecca  Thomas,  Loet  &  Edith  Velmans,  and  John  & 
Marilyn  Wightman. 

Thanks  also  to  the  Agricultural  Commission  for  their 
supportjim  Kelly,  Old  Parish  Church,  Beth  Bartholomew 
for  the  loan  of  the  former  Greta's  Market  in  case  of  rain,  the 
Highway  Deptfor  its  loan  of  sawhorses,  DeVries  Lumber  for 
discounted  lumber,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Police  Chief 
Jim  McGarry  for  their  guidance  and  the  other  merchants  of 
the  Green  for  their  support! 

— Trudy  Weaver  Miller 


PIE  CONTESTTO  BENEFIT  DEWEY  HALL 

The  Sheffield  Friendly  Union,  proprietors  of  Dewey  Memo- 
rial Hall,  will  be  holding  its  first  "Anything  Goes  People's 
Choice"  pie  contest  on  Sun.,  Oct.  9,  from  3  to  5pm. To  par- 
ticipate, bake  a  sweet  or  savory  pie  for  the  public  to  judge. 

Judging  begins  at  3pm.  Judging  cards  will  be  sold  for 
$5  each,  one  per  person,  with  proceeds  going  to  support 
Dewey  Hall.  KingArtur  Flour  gift  cards  will  be  awarded  for 
first  ($75),  second  ($50)  and  third  ($25)  place. 

Deliver  pies  to  Dewey  Hall  from  noon  to  3pm  on  Oct.  9. 
Include  your  name  and  recipe,  preferrably  typed.  Open  to  all 
ages  (but  not  pros  or  those  who  earn  income  from  baking). 

For  more  information,  call  Barbara  Delmolino  at  229-8696. 


School  budget,  continued  from  page  1 

officials  looking  for  $100,000  in  cuts  to  the  town's  other 
budget  items. 

The  district's  new  budget  requires  Sheffield  to  contrib- 
ute $5,812,155  to  the  operating  budget,  which  totals  $13.8 
million.  That  assessment  is  just  $33  below  the  amount  that 
would  have  required  a  Proposition  2lA  override.  It's  $83,000 
less  than  what  was  proposed  at  the  annual  town  meeting 
in  May.  The  School  Committee,  after  refusing  to  reduce 
that  first  proposal  in  time  for  the  June  special  meeting,  cut 
$56,500  from  the  proposal  and  drew  on  $100,000  in  reserve 
funds  to  come  up  with  the  approved  budget. 

Just  over  half  the  students  in  the  district  come  from  the 
town  of  Sheffield.  — Andrea  Scott 


Webster 


Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


Creatively  restoring,  conscientiously  repairing, 
sustainably  re-envisioning  landscapes  large  and  small. 
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Community  News 


DON  WORTH  SERENADES  SUNSET  AT  COBBLE 


Every  September,  when  day  and  night  are  near  balance,  Don 
Worth  serenades  the  setting  sun  on  Hurburt's  Hill  at  Bar- 
tholomew's Cobble  with  an  ancient  instrument.  This  year,  Don's 
bagpipe  concert  takes  place  on  Sat.,  Sept.  17  at  5pm. 

Don  first  became  interested  in  the  bagpipe  when  he  went 
to  Europe  after  college  in  1972.  By  chance,  he  happened  to 
be  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  during  a  pipe  band  competition 
and  thought, "This  is  suitably  weird.  I  think  I'll  take  up  the 
bagpipe."  Several  years  later,  when  he  was  living  in  Boston,  Don 
started  taking  lessons  from  Gio  Ferro,  an  Italian  who  played  the 
pipes.  He  joined  the  Clan  MacPherson  Band  in  Andover,  MA, 
and  has  played  with  other  bands  since  then. 

"Bagpiping  has  been  such  an  important  part  of  my  life," 
Don  says.  "Over  the  years  I  have  formed  friendships  with  my 
teacher  and  people  in  the  bagpipe  bands  that  I  have  belonged 
to  for  over  30  years.  When  I  married  my  wife,  Nina,  in  1993, 
the  Clan  MacPherson  Band  showed  up  at  our  wedding  and 
marched  into  the  social  hall.  It  was  a  complete  shock  to  me — 
I  didn't  expect  a  16-piece  bagpipe  band!  And  they  presented 
me  with  a  Tartan  yarmulke!" 

The  history  of  the  bagpipe  goes  back  at  least  3,000  years, 
to  the  Hittites  of  1000  BC.  Nero  of  Rome  is  reputed  to  have 
played  a  form  of  the  instrument.  Bagpipes  are  often  depicted 
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Don  Worth  in  full  regalia 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 
Saturday,  OCTOBER  8, 8am  -  3pm 

Make  this  your  first  stop! 

SILENT  AUCTION 

Hundreds  of  lots! 

-& Antiques  *  Silver  &  Glass  -k  China  *  Art  *  Jewelry  * 

-k  Collectibles  &  Household  &  Garden  &  Delicious  Food  # 

Gift  Certificates  from  Berkshire  Businesses,  Restaurants, 
Services,  Theaters,  Cultural  Events  &  more. 

Christ  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran  Church 

Route  7  &  Maple  Avenue 

FREE  parking  —  FREE  admission 

Lunch  &  African  Quilt  Raffle  Tickets 
Quilt  Drawing  at  2pm 

Leave  your  HOUSE  BIDS  'til  NOON!  We'll  execute  your  bids 
while  you  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  day. 

Successful  bidders  will  be  notified  by  phone 
for  Oct.  8  &  9  pickup 


in  medieval  European 
art  and  are  mentioned  in 
Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales. 
Versions  of  the  instrument 
are  part  of  folk  culture  from 
Turkey  to  Galicia  to  Swe- 
den. The  best  known  type 
is  the  Scottish  Highland 
pipes,  which  were  spread 
across  the  British  Empire  by 
Highland  regiments. 

Bagpipes  consist  of  a 
bag  that  supplies  the  air  and 
various  "pipes."  The  blow- 
pipe inflates  the  bag.  Drones 
(Highland  pipes  have  three) 
each  have  a  reed  and  play 
a  single  note  as  the  "back- 
ground"). The  chanter,  also 
with  a  reed,  plays  the  melody,  in  a  range  of  nine  notes. 

Don  and  Nina  have  been  in  Sheffield  seasonally  since  2001 
and  now  spend  the  winter  months  in  Florida.  While  there,  Don 
plays  with  the  St.  Andrews  Pipe  Band  in  Miami.  In  2010,  he 
went  to  the  College  of  Piping  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  to  improve 
his  playing.  Among  his  many  interests  is  the  preservation  of 
architecture  and  buildings  in  Miami,  and  he  and  Nina  are  cur- 
rently working  to  rebuild  the  Miami  Marine  Stadium.  Both  are 
also  concerned  with  preserving  Sheffield's  rural  environment. 

Don  hopes  this  year's  Sunset  Serenade  will  be  as  successful 
as  in  past  years.  He'll  be  playing  a  mix  of  familiar  and  unfamil- 
iar tunes,  such  as  "Danny  Boy,""Amazing  Grace"  (of  course), 
"The  Rakes  of  Mallow,"  and  numerous  marches,  including"The 
Conundrum."  He  will  play  several  times,  about  20  minutes  each 
time  and  then  chat  about  the  pipes  and  tunes,  providing  a  bit  of 
information  on  piping  history. 

All  are  welcome.  Bring  a  picnic  and  chairs  and  watch  the  sun 
go  down  to  the  haunting  serenade  of  the  bagpipes. 

— Judith  Schumer 
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ASPHALT  PLANT  PERMIT  DENIED  AFTER  COMPANY  FAILS  TO  RESPOND 


In  August,  Century  Acquisitions,  the 
company  seeking  to  build  a  hot  mix 
asphalt  plant  at  its  Clayton  Rd.  site, 
had  its  application  for  a  permit  for  an 
asphalt  plant  denied  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Dept.  of  Environmental 
Protection  after  the  company  failed  to 
address  noise  issues.  The  denial  was 
made  without  prejudice,  which  allows 
the  company  to  submit  a  new  applica- 
tion that  addresses  the  problems. 

The  noise  issues  were  raised 
in  May  by  a  consultant  hired  by 
the  No  Asphalt  Defense  Fund,  a 
neighborhood  group  formed  to 
fight  the  expansion. 

Century  Acquisitions  purchased 
the  Connecticut  Sand  and  Stone  plant, 
which  straddles  the  Sheffield/Canaan 
state  line  in  May  2001.  The  company 
greatly  expanded  its  rock  crushing 
(sand  and  gravel)  and  batch  concrete 
operations  without  obtaining  required 
air  permits  from  the  Mass  DEP.  These 
increases  in  production  have  created 
fugitive  dust  and  noise  problems  for 
the  neighbors  to  the  southeast.  Then 
in  October  2008,  Century  Acquisi- 
tions submitted  a  comprehensive  plan 
application  to  Mass  DEP  for  its  existing 
operations  and  for  the  proposed  hot  mix 
asphalt  operation. 

In  August,  Mass  DEP  issued  a  Final 
Permit  for  the  company's  existing  rock- 
crushing  and  concrete  operations  that 
seeks  to  address  current  dust  and  noise 
problems  in  the  neighborhood.  Within 
10  days,  says  the  permit,  Century 


The  Century  Acquisitions  site  on  Clayton  Rd. 

Acquisitions  must  determine  noise  levels 
at  the  property  line  and  at  the  homes  of 
several  southeastern  neighbors  when  the 
plant  is  in  complete  shutdown.  The  DEP 
will  then  compare  this  background  level 
to  the  plant's  operating  noise  levels  at  the 


same  locations.  The  operating  levels 
must  be  less  than  10  decibels  over 
background,  under  Massachusetts 
noise  regulations. 

The  DEP  is  also  requiring 
various  dust  control  measures. 
These  include  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  a  berm  with  plant- 
ings and  keeping  sand  pile  heights 
under  35  feet.  Century  Acquisitions 
is  required  to  pave,  water  and  sweep 
its  roads,  water  the  sand  piles  and 
cover  truckbeds  with  tarps.  In  addi- 
tion, truck  speeds  are  restricted  to 
less  than  10  mph. 

The  No  Asphalt  Defense 
Fund  will  continue  to  monitor 
the  implementation  of  these  require- 
ments. Those  interested  in  the  details 
can  check  the  group's  website  at 
www.stopthehmaplant.com. 

— No  Asphalt  Defense  Fund 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  MUSIC  SERIES 

On  Sept.  1 0,  the  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  kicks  off  the  20 1  I  -20 1 2  season  the  week- 
end of  Sheffield  in  Celebration,  with  a  concert  by  local  favorites  the  Joint  Chiefs. 
The  show  starts  at  8pm.  For  more  information,  see  www.jointchiefsmusic.com. 

The  monthly  folk  music  series,  which  presents  local,  regional  and  national  musi- 
cians, takes  place  on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month.  On  Oct.  I ,  the  series  features 
Lisa  &  Fran  Mandeville,  known  as  the  Beeline  Ramblers.  See  the  group's  website  at 
www.thebeelineramblers.com 

On  Nov.  5,  Marilyn  Miller  will  appear.  See  www.marilynmillermusic.com. 

This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  hear  musicians  in  an  intimate,  family-friendly, 
coffeehouse  setting  with  superb  acoustics.  Enjoy  a  unique  and  beautiful  musical 
experience  in  historic  Dewey  Hall,  the  stone  building  next  to  the  Post  Office  in 
Sheffield.  Refreshments  are  available.  Suggested  donation  at  the  door  is  $  1 5. 
www.DeweyHall.com. 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 


BERKSHIRE  TAX  SERVICE,  INC. 

Yvonne  Skiba,  MBA,  Accountant 

10  Depot  Street  •  P.O.  Box  787 

Housatonic  MA  01236 

ph  413  274-1110 

fax  423  274 1211 

berkshiretaxservice@verizon.net 
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Sheffield  in  Celebration 


SHEFFIELD  FAIR,  STEAK  ROAST,  CONCERT  ON  SEPT.  10 


For  the  11th  year,  Sheffield 
in  Celebration  will  take  place 
the  weekend  after  Labor  Day. 
Most  of  the  events  under  the 
"Sheffield  in  Celebration" 
umbrella  take  place  on  Sat., 
Sept.  10:  the  Sheffield  Fair  at 
the  Town  Park,  the  Kiwanis 
&  Firemen's  Steak  Roast 
and  the  first  concert  of  the 
Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series 
2011-12  season. 

Sheffield  in  Celebration 
was  founded  by  the  Sheffield 
Association,  publisher  of  the 
Sheffield  Times,  in  2001  as  a 
way  to  connect  people  and 
businesses  in  the  community 
and  celebrate  our  town. 


The  Sheffield  Fair 

This  year's  Fair  is  from 
noon  to  5pm  at  the  Town 
Park  off  Miller  Ave.,  rain  or 
shine.  (The  roofed  pavilion 
will  protect  vendors  from  any  rain.) 

The  Fair  is  becoming  more  and  more 
a  real  country  fair.  For  the  first  time,  it's 
listed  as  an  official  Massachusetts  agricul- 
tural fair.  Since  2009,  the  Sheffield  Fair 
has  included  showmanship  and  fitting 


Quilt  raffle.  Joe  Elling  and  Teddi  Batacchi  show  off  the  prize  in  the 
Old  Parish  Quilters  19th  annual  raffle  at  the  Fair  on  Sept.  10.  The 
queen-size  quilt  is  done  in  the  "Golden  Stars  in  a  Midnight  Sky" 
pattern.  Other  quilters  include  Sandra  Alden,  Marcia  Brolli,  Dorothy 
Caul,  Anne  Hyatt  and  Marion  Whitman. 


is  providing  prizes'  in  the 
three  age  categories — 
junior,  adult  and  senior — 
and  a  prize  for  best  in 
show.  The  entry  coupon 
and  rules  are  below.  Judg- 
ing will  be  at  2pm. 

Local  craftspeople,  orga- 
nizations and  community 
groups,  including  the  Town 
of  Sheffield,  will  have  tables 
to  dispense  information, 
sell  their  wares,  or  demon- 
strate their  craft.  Some  30 
vendors  are  expected. 

The  food  court  will 
include  local  produce 
and  goods  as  well  as  the 
Kiwanis  Cafe,  the  group's 
trailer  that  sells  hot  dogs 
and  hamburgers.  Other  fair 
food  will  also  be  available. 

The  popular  Boy  Scout 
climbing  wall  will  be  back, 
and  there  will  be  plenty  of 


competitions  for  cattle,  horses  and  poultry,     other  kid-oriented  activities,  including 


This  year,  it  will  also  include  sheep,  goats 
and  pigs.  Judging  takes  place  at  3pm. 

The  Fair's  apple  pie  contest  also 
began  in  2009.  The  contest  is  spon- 
sored by  King  Arthur  Flour,  which 


hayrides,  crafts  and  facepainting. 

All  through  the  Fair,  local  and  regional 
talent  will  play  family- friendly  music. 
The  lineup  includes  Terry  a  la  Berry  and 
Friends,  Sammy  Brown  and  the  Marty 


APPLE  PIE  CONTEST  ENTRY  FORM 

Pies  must  arrive  by  12  noon  forjudging  by  2pm. 

Pies  must  be  in  a  non-returnable  pan,  wrapped  in  a 
clear  plastic  bag,  with  a  written  list  of  ingredients.  No 
food  mixes. 

Pies  will  be  judged  on  appearance,  aroma,  flakiness 
of  crust  and  taste.  Judges'  decisions  are  final. 

To  register,  mail  coupon  to:  Barbara  Delmolino, 
576  Lime  Kiln  Rd.,  Great  Barrington,  MA  0 1 230 
Questions?  Call  Barbara  at  229-8696 
or  email  her  at  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


Category 

□  Junior  (ages  1 7  or  younger)        D  Adult  ( 1 8  to  59)       □  Senior  (60  and  up) 

Name 

Address    


Phone 


Email 


VENDOR  ENTRY  FORM 

Limited  tables  and  tents  available  on  a  first-come,  first- 
serve  basis  to  those  who  register  in  advance. 
Call  for  pricing. 

Make  checks  payable  to  "Sheffield  Association" 
with  a  notation  for  "Sheffield  Fair" 

Sheffield  Fair  •  September  1 0,  20 1 0 
RO.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257 
229-9956  •  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


Name 

Address 
Phone 


Business  name 


as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  print 


Email 


What  is  your  product/exhibit? 

Enclosed  is 

□  $10  for  single  space  (10x10) 


□  $20  for  double  space  (10x20) 
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Jimmons  Trio.  The  music  is  being  pro- 
duced by  Tom  Ingersoll. 

The  Kiwanis  &  Firemen's  Steak  Roast 

The  annual  Steak  Roast  will  take  place 
from  4:30  to  7:30pm  at  the  Firehouse  in 
the  center  of  Sheffield.  The  event  benefits 
the  Sheffield  Hose  Co.  and  the  Kiwanis 
Scholarship  Fund.  In  addition  to  grilled 
strip  steak,  baked  potato,  salad,  corn-on- 
the-cob  and  dessert,  there  will  be  a  silent 
auction  and  more  live  music.  Tickets  are 
$25  at  the  door,  $20  in  advance.  Soda  and 
beer  and  hotdogs  will  be  on  sale,  too. 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series 

The  celebration  continues  with 
a  performance  by  the  Joint  Chiefs,  a 
popular  group  hailing  from  Salisbury, 
CT,  that  plays  rousing  Americana  and 
folk  music.  The  concert  begins  at  8pm  in 
historic  Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  Sug- 
gested donation  at  the  door  is  $15. 

CONTACT  INFORMATION 

For  more  information  about  the 
Fair  or  to  inquire  about  vendor  and 
exhibitor  space,  contact  Dave  Smith 
Sr.,at  229-9956  or  westhill483@ 
hotmail.com  and  see  coupon  at 
left.  For  the  Food  Court,  contact 
Barb  Davidson  at  229-809 1 .  For  the 
Apple  Pie  Contest,  contact  Barbara 
Delmolino  at  229-8696  or  email  to 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com.  For  the 
Showmanship  &  Fitting  Competition, 
contact  Cassie  Uricchio  at  4 1 3-623- 
2026  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


Church  News 


9/1 1  REMEMBRANCE 

September  11,  2011,  will  mark  10  years 
since  the  tragedy  of  9/11.  With  the  mere 
mention  of  those  three  numbers,  9/11,  we 
are  drawn  back  to  where  we  were,  what  we 
were  doing  and  the  emotions  that  followed 
on  that  fateful  day.  In  many  ways  it's  hard 
to  believe  that  a  decade  has  passed 

Rev.  Jill  Graham,  pastor  of  Old  Parish 
Church,  along  with  Rev.  Annie  Ryder 
of  Christ  Church  Episcopal/Trinity 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Fr.  Bruce  Teague 
of  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  Church,  are 
planning  an  interfaith  gathering  and  vigil, 
"From  Remembrance  to  Hope." 

Community  members  are  invited 
to  gather  at  Barnard  Park  on  Rt.  7  in 


SILENT  AUCTION  OCT.  8 

The  Christ  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  SilentAuction  will  be  held  on 
Sat.,  Oct.  8,  from  8am  to  3pm.  Lots 
to  be  bid  on  include  antiques,  col- 
lectibles, art,  jewelry,  household  and 
garden  items,  gift  certificates  from  local 
businesses,  restaurants  and  cultural 
venues — and  much  more. 

Lunch  is  available.  An  African  quilt 
will  be  raffled  at  2pm. 

House  bids  can  be  left  until  noon. 
Successful  bidders  will  be  notified  for 
pickup  on  Oct.  8  or  9. 

Sheffield  at  7pm  on  Sun.,  Sept.  11.  The 
time  together  will  provide  opportunity  to 
remember,  to  share  and  to  meet  people 
where  they  are  on  their  own  journey  from 
memory  to  hope.  All  are  welcome.  For 
more  information,  call  Rev.  Jill  at  Old 
Parish,  229-8173. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denomi- 
national), 355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860) 
824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 
provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156 
Ashley  Falls  Rd.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 

EGREMONT 

First  Congregational  Church  of  South  Egre- 
mont,  34  Main  St.  528-2209;  parsonage  644-6419; 
pastor's  cell  (413)  883-1116.  Sunday  Worship:  10am. 
Rev.  Peter  Henderson. 

GREAT  BARRINGT0N 


10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah 
Zecher,  Associate  Rabbi  An"  Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruction- 
ist),  North  St.  5284197.  Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday, 
10am.  Services  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are 
updated  on  answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd. 
528-6378.  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday: 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180 

Main  St.  229-8811. Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucha- 
rist; 10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday: 
10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7 
&  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ),  125  Main 
St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  9am  Worship  (summer  hours). 
Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield 
7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev. 
Bruce  Teague 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N. 
Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday: 
10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all 
ages.  Wed.:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  Corey 
McLaughlin 


H§)|||    DOMINICK  &  DOMINICK  LLC 

Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  5 2nd  Street  2125588820 

3KD  floor  800  221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
413  229  3530  by  app't  Fridays 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MALIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


% 


Library  News 


NEWS  FROM  THE  FRIENDS 

Membership  drive.  The  Friends  of  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library,  a  nonprofit  orga- 
nization that  supports  the  Library  by  pur- 
chasing materials  and  furniture,  organizing 
programs  like  Local  Authors  Day  and 
funding  projects  like  the  just-completed 
patio,  is  planning  a  fund  raising/member- 
ship drive. 

The  group,  which  has  some  300  sup- 
porters, plans  to  send  membership  cards 
to  all  who  have  donated  $20  or  more  in 


Book  Sale  Preview  Party  on  Fri.,  Oct.  21, 
at  6pm.  Other  membership  benefits  are 
being  planned. 

Book  sale.  The  Library's  Annual  Book 
Sale  will  be  on  Sat.,  Oct.  22  from  10am 
to  4pm  and  on  Sun.,  Oct  23  from  12  to  4. 
Proceeds  benefit  Library  programs. 

Thousands  of  books,  along  with  some 
CDs,  DVDs  and  video  tapes  will  be  on  sale. 
Prices  are  extremely  reasonable,  with  most 
hardbacks  only  $2.  On  Sunday  afternoon 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


HALLOWEEN  PARTY! 

A  party  for  kids  will  be  held  on  Fri., 
Oct.  28.  Call  the  Library  at  229-7004 
for  more  information. 


the  past  year  as  well  as  those  who  donate      prices  drop  for  clearance.  Note  that  pay- 


their  time  and  talents.  All  are  invited 
to  join  in  the  monthly  meetings  at  the 
Library  on  the  second  Saturday  of  the 
month  at  9am. 

Members  are  also  invited  to  a  special 


ment  is  cash  or  check,  no  credit  cards. 
This  year's  sale  consists  of  all  new 
donations.  The  Friends  actively  seek 
donations  all  year.  Some  are  added  to  the 
collection,  but  most  are  stored  for  the  sale. 

Donors  receive  a 


ON-GOING  PROGRAMS 

Sit  &  Knit.  Like  to  knit  or  always  wanted  to  learn?  The 
weekly  Sit  &  Knit  group  meets  every  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  Library  from  6  to  8pm. 

Book  Club.  The  Library's  book  club  meets  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  every  month  from  I  to  2:30pm.  Call  Jill  at  229- 
276 1  for  more  information 

Beginning  yoga  with  Lisa.  Feeling  stressed?  Two  yoga 
classes  are  now  meeting  on  Tuesdays  at  the  Library:  basic 
yoga  flow  from  6  to  7pm  and  a  breathing/meditation  class 
from  7  to  7:30pm. Try  one  or  stay  for  both.  Call  Lisa  week- 
days 10  to  5  at  413-298-3579  x252IO  for  more  information 
or  stop  by  the  Library  and  pick  up  a  flyer. 

Chess  Club  For  Kids.  Meets  Wednesdays  at  3pm. 

Playgroup.  The  Community  Health  Program  Family 
Network  "Sing  A  Song"  playgroup  meets  at  the  Library  on 
Thursdays  from  1 0  to  II  :30am,  starting  Sept.  1 5  and  running 
through  June  14,2012.  Kim  Waterman-Spitzer  will  be  leading 
this  new  group. 

Half-day  programs  for  schoolchildren.  They're 
scheduled  this  fall  on  Sept.  23  and  Oct.  7,  when  teachers  at 
Undermountain  Elementary  School  have  training  time. 


COMING  BOOK  TALKS 

Sept.  15:  Bob  Shanks  will  discuss  his 
new  novel,  In  The  Middle  Of  The  Journey, 
and  untold  tales  of  his  career  in  network 
television  (with  video)  at  6:30pm.  Bob 
is  the  winner  of  two  Emmy  Awards  and 
"has  been  nominated  almost  as  many 
times  as  Susan  Lucci." 

Sept.  23:  Christopher  Webber  will 
talk  about  American  to  the  Backbone  at 
purposes  in  January.     6:30pm,  his  new  biography  of  James  Pen- 
Call  229-7003       nington,  a  forgotten  hero  of  19th  century 
America,  a  former  slave  who  became  a 
Yale  scholar,  congregational  pastor,  and 
international  leader  of  the  Antebellum 
abolitionist  movement. 

Oct.  1:  Helen  Phillips  will  talk  about 
her  debut  collection  of  stories  And  Yet 
They  Were  Happy  at  2pm.  "Full  of  gems," 
says  Vanity  Fair. 


confirmation  letter 
for  their  gifts  for  tax 


for  book  dona- 
tions, or  mail 
contributions  to: 
The  Friends  of 
the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library,  P.O.  Box 
487,  Sheffield, 
MA  01257. 


LOCAL  AUTHORS  DAY  IS  BACK! 

The  Friends  will  again  be  hosting  Local  Authors  Day  at  the 
Library,  this  year  from  1 0am  to  1 2  noon  on  Sat.,  Nov.  5.  Our 
area  has  an  amazing  assortment  of  talented  writers.  Fifty  of 
the  best  will  be  on  hand  to  meet  the  public  and  show  off  their 
works,  most  of  which  will  be  for  sale.This  is  always  a  fun  event, 
and  many  use  it  to  get  a  jump  on  holiday  gift  buying. 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewins  Street 
Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


USDOT-1072427 
MC-449676 


E-Mail:  jcollingwoo@hotmail.com 


Quality  Roll- Off 

Residential  &  Commercial  Waste  Disposal  Service 

James  T.  Collingwood  Jr.  Theresa  M.  Collingwood 


773  Clayton,  Rd. 
Ashley  Falls,  MA.  01222 


Res:  413-229-3186 

Cell:  413-329-4050 

Office:  413-229-2822 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  Ipm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:8:30am-2pm 


June  9  working  meeting 

The  Board  discussed  the  need  for  a  special 
town  meeting  and  a  special  election  to 
approve  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District  FY12  budget.  The  Board 
voted  to  set  them  on  June  23  and  July  25. 

June  13  working  meeting 

The  Board  again  discussed  the  situation 
regarding  the  school  districts  budget.  It 
will  hold  a  voter  information  session  on 
June  20  to  explain  the  Board's  position. 

The  Board  discussed  the  projects 
that  Town  Administrator  Joe  Kellogg 
will  work  on  while  he's  serving  as  interim 
town  administrator.  It  authorized  him  to 
complete  the  landscaping,  railing  for  the 
south  exit  and  window  treatments  at  the 
Senior  Center. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that 
he  will  conduct  employee  evaluations 
this  week.  Discussion  ensued  regarding 
personnel  issues. 

Board  Chairman  Rene  Wood  dis- 
cussed the  Massachusetts  Broadband 
Institute  "anchor  points."  The  Senior 
Center  is  not  currently  listed  as  one. 
Discussion  ensued,  and  the  Board  decided 
to  request  that  the  Fire  Dept.  be  removed 
as  an  anchor  point  and  replaced  with  the 
Senior  Center. 

Chairman  Wood  distributed  four  draft 
letters  for  the  Board's  review:  requesting 
that  the  current  congressional  district 
be  retained;  to  the  state  Committee  on 
Revenue  supporting  Senate  Bill  1498  and 
payment  in  lieu  of  taxes  legislation;  urging 
adoption  of  strong  municipal  health  insur- 
ance reform;  and  requesting  a  time  frame 
for  answers  to  the  questions  submitted  to 
the  School  Committee.  The  Board  decided 
not  to  send  the  letter  to  the  Committee  on 
Revenue  at  this  time. 

June  13  regular  meeting 

After  the  resignation  of  Joe  Kellogg  as 
town  administrator,  the  position  was 
advertised  in  newspapers  and  online.  To 
date,  15  resumes  have  been  received.  The 
selection  committee  will  consist  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  Finance  Com- 
mittee member  Colin  Smith.  Catherine 
Miller  inquired  about  the  process.  The 
Board  will  rank  the  applicants  and  then 


conduct  public  interviews.  Residents  may 
submit  potential  questions  for  the  candi- 
dates to  the  Board  for  consideration. 

Kellogg  will  become  Interim  Town 
Administrator  effective  July  11.  He  said 
that  he  is  working  to  tie  up  loose  ends 
before  he  leaves.  Board  Chairman  Rene 
Wood  said  that  he  will  work  on  specific 
projects  during  the  interim  period. 

Andrea  Burns,  the  regional  represen- 
tative from  Glynwood's  Keep  Farming 
Program,  was  present  to  explain  the  Keep 
Farming  Initiative.  The  program  collects 
data  for  18  to  24  months  on  the  benefits 
that  farming  provides  to  a  community 
and  then  creates  an  action  plan  for  the 
community.  Sheffield  is  currently  in  the 
gathering  phase  of  the  program.  Anyone 
interested  in  working  on  the  program 
should  contact  the  Town  Administrator's 
office  for  information. 

Susan  and  Robert  Butler  were  present 
to  discuss  their  recent  letter  complaining 
that  a  private  restricted  landing  area  on 
Galvin  Farm  Trail  was  not  in  compliance 
with  zoning  bylaws.  The  Board  took  the 
issue  under  advisement. 

The  Department  of  Agricultural 
Resources  sent  a  letter  of  notification  of 
the  State's  intent  to  purchase  property  on 
Boardman  St. 

The  Board  appointed  Sari  Hoy,  Bill 
Connell,  Dana  Cummings  and  Dennis 
Regan  to  the  new  River  Parks  Task  Force. 
It  appointed  Michelle  Harwood  to  a  three- 
year  term  and  JefF  Browne  to  a  one-year 
term  to  the  Council  on  Aging. 

The  Board  turned  down  Karina 
Thomas's  request  to  hold  a  private  party 
at  the  Covered  Bridge  on  June  25  due  to 
liability  concerns. 

Kathy  Orlando  and  Jenny  Russell  have 
been  working  on  the  town's  Open  Space 
and  Recreation  Plan.  Public  review  of  the 
plan  will  be  scheduled. 

The  Board  made  most  of  the  FY2012 
appointments  to  town  boards,  offices  and 
commissions.  [A  few  more  were  made  at 
the  July  5  meeting.  See  the  box  on  page  17.] 
It  was  the  consensus  of  the  Board  to  put  a 
hold  on  the  appointment  of  the  Building 
Inspector  until  further  discussion.  Select- 
man Hannum  moved  to  appoint  David 
West  to  a  three-year  term  to  the  Zoning 


Board  of  Appeals,  but  the  motion  died  for 
a  lack  of  a  second.  Later  in  the  meeting, 
West  inquired  about  why  Wood  did  not 
second  the  motion  for  his  reappointment. 
Wood  detailed  her  reasons. 

June  20  working  meeting 

Town  Building  Inspector  Thomas 
Carmody  was  present  to  discuss  zon- 
ing enforcement  as  it  relates  to  private 
landing  areas  for  aircraft,  illegal  apart- 
ments and  signs.  Special  Town  Counsel 
Ellen  Doucette  had  provided  information 
regarding  case  law.  Another  community 
had  ruled  a  private  landing  area  was  in 
violation  of  the  town's  zoning  bylaw 
because  the  bylaw  did  not  specifically 
allow  that  use.  Carmody  said  he  had  not 
reviewed  the  information  and  was  not 
prepared  to  discuss  it.  Chairman  Wood 
gave  him  her  file  and  said  the  matter 
would  be  discussed  at  the  Board's  June  27 
meeting.  The  Board  then  discussed  the 
existence  of  several  apartments  that  have 
been  created  in  violation  of  zoning  bylaws 
and  the  need  to  develop  a  new  sign  bylaw. 
It  was  agreed  that  additional  review  of 
these  issues  will  be  needed. 

David  West  appeared  before  the  Board 
with  a  letter  asking  that  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  be 
reconsidered.  He  noted  that  following 
discussions  with  the  Ethics  Commission, 
Selectmen  Smith  would  be  allowed  to 
participate  in  the  vote  if  he  filed  paper- 
work disclosing  his  family  connection 
with  West.  Selectmen  Smith  said  that  he 
felt  that  even  an  appearance  of  a  conflict 
was  something  he  wished  to  avoid  in  a 
small  community  and  declined  to  change 
his  position.  Chairman  Wood  said  she 
had  not  changed  her  mind  regarding  the 
appointment,  but  advised  West  that  he 
would  be  given  time  on  the  July  5  agenda. 

Chairman  Wood  noted  that,  follow- 
ing the  authorization  of  voters  at  the 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  lease  the  storage 
building  at  the  Town  Park  to  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club,  a  negotiation  commit- 
tee needed  to  be  appointed.  The  Board 
appointed  Joseph  Kellogg,  Julie  Hannum 
and  Michael  Ovitt  to  the  Town  Park  Stor- 
age Building  Negotiation  Committee. 

Continued  on  page  16 
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Village  Green 


MINUTES,  continued  from  page  1 5 


The  Board  discussed  the  June  23 
special  town  meeting. 

Administrator  Kellogg  advised  that 
the  Sheffield  Water  Company  might  need 
a  waiver  of  certain  conditions  regarding 
their  funding  from  the  State  Revolv- 
ing Fund  for  a  new  water  storage  tank. 
Discussion  ensued.  The  Board  decided  to 
send  a  letter  of  support  for  the  Sheffield 
Water  Company. 

Kellogg  provided  a  brief  update  on 
remaining  items  to  be  completed  at  the 
Senior  Center.  The  Board  approved 
$4,140  to  complete  the  paving  of  the  side 
and  rear  driveway. 

Sheffield  has  applied  for  money  from 
an  Energy  Efficiency  and  Conservation 
Block  Grant,  funded  by  the  American 
Recovery  and  Reinvestment  Act  and 
administered  by  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission.  Kellogg  said  only  one 
proposal  was  received  in  response  to  an 
invitation  for  bids  on  the  Sheffield  Energy 
Efficiency  Improvements  Project,  which 
will  improve  insulation  for  Town  Hall  and 
the  Police  Station.  Northeastern  Commer- 
cial Services  of  Pittsfield  bid  $14,300  for 
the  base  project,  $3,900  for  Alternate  #1 
and  $1,900  for  Alternate  #2.  The  Board 
discussed  the  amount  of  funding  available 
and  decided  to  award  the  contract  con- 
tingent on  the  confirmation  of  sufficient 
funding  from  the  grant. 

June  23  working  meeting 

The  Board  appointed  Brackett  and  Lucas 
Special  Town  Counsel  for  FY  2011. 
It  also  authorized  Administrator 
Kellogg  to  sign  the  contract  between 
the  Town  and  the  Center  for  Ecological 


Technologies  for  the  household  hazard- 
ous waste  program  for  FY2012. 

June  27  working  meeting 

Building  Inspector  Carmody  was  present 
to  discuss  properties  on  Woodedge  Lane 
and  Alum  Hill  Rd.  The  Woodedge  Lane 
property  has  a  collapsed  building,  and  he 
has  received  complaints  on  the  condition 
of  the  Alum  Hill  property.  The  Board  dis- 
cussed enforcement  methods  and  demoli- 
tion of  buildings.  Carmody  will  begin  the 
enforcement  process  by  writing  a  letter  to 
each  of  the  property  owners. 

The  Board  decided  to  support  Car- 
mody's  efforts  to  enforce  removal  of  signs 
from  businesses  that  have  closed. 

The  Board  discussed  the  special  town 
meeting  just  held. 

Priscilla  Cote,  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  will  be  invited  to  attend  the  July 
5  meeting  to  discuss  increasing  compensa- 
tion for  the  board. 

The  Board  went  into  executive  session 
to  discuss  collective  bargaining. 

July  5  working  meeting 

Building  Inspector  Carmody  said  that  he 
has  scheduled  a  meeting  with  Attorney 
Ellen  Doucette  from  Brackett  and  Lucas 
to  discuss  the  private  landing  area  on 
Galvin  Farm  Trail.  The  discussion  will 
include  steps  for  enforcement  of  this  issue. 
The  Board  decided  to  appoint  Brackett 
and  Lucas  as  Special  Town  Counsel  for 
this  issue  and  to  authorize  Carmody  to 
meet  with  Doucette.  Carmody  will  update 
the  Board  at  the  July  18  meeting. 

Chairman  Wood  distributed  a  letter 
from  Jeff  Wulfson  of  the  Massachusetts 


WASTE  DISPOSAL 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of 
oil-based  paint  and  motor  oil  on 
Wed.,  Sept.  7,  at  the  Lenox  Dept.  of 
Public  Works  and  Sat.,  Sept.  24,  at  the 
Great  Barrington  Recycling  Center. To 
register  or  for  more  information,  visit 
www.cetonline.org,  email  jamiec@ 
cetonline.org  or  call  the  Center  for 
Ecological  Technology  at  888-577- 
8448  ext.  30  or  1 4. 

Department  of  Elementary  and  Second- 
ary Education  authorizing  the  SBRSD 
to  spend  up  to  one-twelth  of  the  FY2011 
operating  budget  each  month  beginning 
July  1,  2011.  Discussion  ensued  regarding 
the  School  Committee's  vote  to  contribute 
$100,000  from  the  district's  cash  reserves 
to  the  FY2012  budget,  which  would 
change  the  assessment  to  the  towns  but 
not  lower  the  proposed  budget.  It  was  the 
consensus  of  the  Board  to  continue  the 
discussion  after  the  Governor's  budget  is 
finalized  and  to  invite  officials  from  New 
Marlborough  to  meet  on  the  matter. 

Chairman  Wood  gave  an  update  on 
the  progress  of  the  Town  Administrator 
search.  The  search  committee  will  inter- 
view three  applicants  next  week. 

Berkshire  Regional  Transit  Authority 
will  be  notified  that  Sheffield  will  appoint 
its  representative  after  a  new  town  admin- 
istrator is  selected. 

Richard  Cappadona,  the  Town  Electri- 
cal Inspector,  has  requested  a  $5  increase 
in  his  fees.  Discussion  on  the  request  was 
tabled  until  information  on  inspection  fees 
for  the  Plumbing/ Gas  Inspector  and  Fire 
Safety  Inspector  could  be  obtained. 

July  5  regular  meeting 
David  West  was  present  to  read  a  long 
statement  in  response  to  not  being 
reappointed  to  the  Zoning  Board  of 
Appeals.  He  then  said  he  was  resigning 


Shear  linage 


Sue  Streeter^ 
"■..-.■■  Owner 

75.-1  iain  St 
Po  Box  fo65 
Sheffield  AM  oWyj 
4iy>2<)-)650 


16 


from  the  Historical  Commission  and 
withdrawing  his  request  for  reconsidera- 
tion for  reappointment  to  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals. 

Susan  Butler  was  present  to  inquire 
about  the  zoning  issue  on  Galvin  Farm 
Trail.  Chairman  Wood  said  that  discus- 
sion on  the  private  landing  area  would  take 
place  at  the  next  meeting. 

Two  proposals  were  received  for  the 
Transfer  Stations  annual  metal  recycling 
contract.  JTC  and  Sons  proposes  to  pay 
the  Town  $160  per  hauled  container, 
and  Ray's  Auto  Parts  proposes  $152  per 
hauled  container.  The  Board  accepted  the 
JTC  and  Sons  proposal. 

The  Board  approved  two  requests  for 
one-day  wine  and  malt  licenses,  for  Shef- 
field Plastic's  annual  picnic  on  July  23  and 
Rose  Seward's  graduation  party  on  August 
13  at  the  Town  Park.  Chairman  Wood 
read  the  list  of  names  for  appointment.  It 
was  the  consensus  of  the  Board  to  hold  on 
the  Council  on  Aging  and  Health  Inspec- 
tor appointments  until  the  next  meeting. 

Tony  Errichetto  submitted  his  resigna- 
tion from  the  Highway  Dept.  as  of  July  15. 

As  of  July  1,  43  applications  had  been 
received  for  the  position  of  town  admin- 
istrator. The  Search  Committee  will 
interview  three:  Paul  Boudreau,  Christo- 
pher Ryan  and  Rhonda  LaBombard.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  but  the  com- 
mittee will  not  take  any  public  comments 
or  questions. 

Chairman  Wood  announced  the 
results  of  the  June  23  special  town  meet- 
ing. Article  1,  with  a  SBRSD  FY12  budget 
amount  that  would  keep  the  Town  under 
its  Proposition  1x/i  levy  limit,  passed,  and 
Article  2,  which  was  contingent  on  an 
override,  was  defeated.  Administrator  Kel- 
logg stated  that  the  special  election  sched- 
uled for  July  25  is  no  longer  necessary. 
The  Board  canceled  it.  Discussion  ensued 
regarding  the  SBRSD  FY12  budget. 

Assistant  Administrator  Rhonda 
LaBombard  said  that  Transfer  Station 
billing  letters  were  mailed  last  week.  Resi- 
dents must  obtain  a  new  sticker  by  Aug.  8. 
The  cost  is  the  same  as  last  year:  $185  per 
sticker;  $130  for  residents  over  the  age  of 
70,  including  part  time  residents;  $10  for 
second  sticker. 

George  Oleen  inquired  about  the  sta- 
tus of  the  storage  building  for  the  Ameri- 


APPOINTMENTS  TO  TOWN  BOARDS  AND  COMMISSIONS 

Position 

Term 
(years) 

Appointment 

Agricultural  Commission 

3 

Louis  Aragi, Jr.,  Morven  Allen  and  Kathy  Orlando 

Agricultural  Comm.  Alternates 

1 

Dominic  Palumbo  and  Ruth  Ziegler 

Animal  Control  Officer 

1 

Richard  M.  Boardman 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Comm. 

3 

Richard  Swiatek  and  Peter  Rawson 

Board  of  Assessors 

3 

Robert  Weitz 

Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Alternate 

1 

Rene  Wood 

Board  of  Health 

3 

Joel  Weiss  and  Richard  Kirchner 

Board  of  Registrars 

3 

Elizabeth  Smith  and  Patricia  Sadera 

Conservation  Commission 

3 

Donald  Ward 

Constable 

1 

Jim  McGarry,  Bruce  Person 

Council  on  Aging 

3 

Grace  Campbell 

Cultural  Council 

3 

Sally  Cook 

Commission  on  Disabilities 

3 

David  Wells 

Electrical  Inspector 

1 

Richard  Cappadona 

Asst.  Electrical  Inspector 

1 

CarlVanDeusen 

Emergency  Management  Coordinator 

1 

Edward  McCormack 

Five  Town  Cable  Advisory  Board 

1 

George  Oleen,  Paul  O'Brien 

Gas  &  Piping  Inspector 

1 

Robert  Krupski 

Asst.  Gas  &  Piping  Inspector 

1 

Robert  Gennari 

Highway  Superintendent 

3 

Edward  Lord 

Local  Emergency  Planning  Committee 

1 

James  McGarry 

Parking  Clerk 

1 

Felecie  Joyce 

Planning  Board  Alternate 

1 

Chris  Tomich 

Plumbing  Inspector 

1 

Robert  Krupski 

Plumbing  Inspector  Alternate 

1 

Robert  Gennari 

Public  Weigher 

1 

James  McGarry,  Michael  Pezzee,  Patricia  Gillespie,  Clifford 
Twiss  and  Kole  Quagliano 

Recycling  Coordinator 

1 

David  Steindler 

South  Berkshire  Dist. Veterans  Delegate 

1 

Dick  Kirchner 

Town  Accountant 

3 

James  McCormack 

Treasurer/Collector 

3 

Michael  Ovitt 

Asst.  Treasurer/Collector 

3 

Barbara  Roraback 

Tree  Warden 

1 

Edward  Lord 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 

3 

Allison  Lassoe,  Bart  Elsbach 

Zoning  Board  Alternate 

1 

Greig  Siedor 

can  Legion.  Administrator  Kellogg  will 
work  on  the  storage  issue  when  he  returns 
as  Interim  Administrator  next  week. 
Oleen  also  asked  about  mats  that  were 
destroyed  by  the  mower  at  the  American 
Legion.  Asst.  Administrator  LaBombard 
will  follow  up  on  this  issue. 

Trudy  Weaver  Miller  gave  an  update 
on  the  Farmer's  Market.  The  change  of 
location  has  been  successful  and  parking 


issues  seem  to  have  improved.  The  market 
asked  for  permission  to  install  additional 
temporary  parking  and  directional  signs, 
which  was  granted. 

Chairman  Wood  drafted  a  letter  to 
Governor  Patrick  requesting  his  support 
for  the  District  Local  Technical  Assis- 
tance program,  and  the  board  approved 
sending  it. 


GET  RID  OF  OUTDATED  PRESCRIPTION  DRUGS 

On  Sat.,  Oct.  29,  Community  Health  Program  and  the  South  Berkshire  Community 
Coalition  are  holding  a"Rx  Roundup"  from  1 0am  to  2pm  at  Sheffield's  Town  Hall,  as 
well  as  at  the  EgremontTown  Hall  and  the  Great  Barrington  and  Stockbridge  police 
stations.The  roundup  is  a  change  to  dispose  of  unused,  unwanted  or  expired  medica- 
tions safely.  For  more  information,  call  Shelley  Brooks  at  4 1 3-528- 1 9 1 9  x  1 4  or  email 
her  at  sbrooks@chpberkshires.org. 
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Village  Green 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 

The  Planning  Board  met  on  July  13  and 
27.  It  will  meet  once  in  August.  The 
regular  schedule,  meetings  every  second 
and  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month,  will 
resume  in  September. 

Property  division:  Martin  and  Rosa 
Brunnschweiler  submitted  a  Form  A  Appli- 
cation (approval  not  required  for  division) 
for  their  property  on  the  west  side  of  Board- 
man  St.,  preparing  for  obtaining  an  Agricul- 
tural Preservation  Restriction  from  the  state. 
Their  farm  will  be  sold  to  Louis  Aragi,  Sr. 
The  two-family  house  and  surrounding  1.5 
acres  will  be  exempted  from  the  APR.  Mike 
Parsons  from  Kelly,  Granger,  Parsons  and 
Assoc,  was  the  civil  engineer.  The  Planning 
Board  approved  the  application. 

Special  permit  hearing:  Honor  S. 
Blume  inquired  whether  her  commercial 
kennel,  the  Bow  Meow  Regency,  needs 
an  extra  permit  for  expansion.  The  Plan- 
ning Board  confirmed  what  the  Building 
Inspector  has  told  her,  that  she  does  need 
another  special  permit  because  she  plans 
to  add  another  1,400  square  feet  to  her 
kennel.  The  public  hearing  on  the  permit  is 
scheduled  for  Aug.  24. 

Town  news:  Chris  Tomich  reported 
that  the  Sheffield  Business  Assoc,  will  build 
a  kiosk  in  the  center  of  town  to  promote 
businesses  just  south  of  the  Village  Green 
restaurant.  The  kiosk  will  hold  information 
about  the  town  as  well  as  information  about 
members  of  the  Sheffield  Business  Assoc. 
Students  from  Mt.  Everett  High  School, 
guided  by  Curtis  von  Ruden,  will  build  a 
structure,  designed  by  Tomich,  that  is  less 
than  100  square  feet.  The  project  has  been 


.'  May-June  meetings 

approved  by  the  Building  Inspector  and  is 
within  the  setbacks.  The  landowner  has 
given  permission  to  put  up  the  structure. 
DeVries  Building  Supply  will  provide 
materials  at  cost.  Construction  will  start  in 
September  and  finish  before  the  winter. 

Zoning  bylaw  review:  Tomich 
proposed  a  committee  of  seven  people 
to  review  the  bylaws,  with  a  minimum 
of  four  people  at  each  meeting.  Tomich 
would  head  the  committee  and  involve 
fellow  board  members  Tony  Gulotta  and 
Peter  Cherneff.  Members  of  the  Sheffield 
Zoning  Bylaw  Review  Committee  will 
be  proposed  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
for  its  approval.  The  first  meeting  would 
be  in  September,  allowing  some  changes 
to  be  ready  for  review  by  the  selectmen  in 
November.  Two  problems  that  should  be 
addressed  by  the  Committee: 

♦  Changing  the  sign  bylaw  needs  to 
exclude  airspace  under  the  sign, 

♦  Zoning  both  sides  of  Route  7  in  the 
north  part  of  town  equally  (currently  one 
side  north  of  the  Sheffield- Egremont  road 
is  zoned  Commericial  and  the  other  Rural). 

Board  business:  Peter  Cherneff  is  now 
vice  chair  of  the  Planning  Board.  Margaret 
Martin  is  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Shef- 
field Select  Board  appointed  Christopher 
Tomich  as  Alternate  Member. 

Amy  Thayer  of  Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commission  informed  the  Plan- 
ning Board  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
has  grants  available  for  local  initiatives  that 
support  agriculture. 

The  Town  of  Sheffield  received 
approval  from  the  Attorney  General's 


DISABILITIES  COMMISSION 

Speaker  series.  On  Fri.,  Sept.  1 6, 
the  Commission  on  Disabilities  will 
host  a  talk  on  "Low-Cost  Health  Care 
Options  in  South  County."  Bryan  Ayers, 
CEO  of  Community  Health  Programs 
of  Great  Barrington  and  Pittsfield,  will 
discuss  the  health-care  options  avail- 
able through  his  organization. Volun- 
teers in  Medicine  (VIM)  will  also  make 
a  presentation  on  what  it  provides  to 
residents  of  South  County. 

On  Fri.,  Oct.  2 1 ,  the  topic  will  be 
"Special  Education  Resources  in  South 
County."  Representatives  from  several 
educational  programs  will  discuss  and 
present  details  of  their  innovative 
curriculae.  Plus,  attendees  will  receive 
a  handout  listing  additional  Special 
Education  Resources  in  South  County. 

The  talks  will  take  place  at  the 
Sheffield  Town  Hall  downstairs  meet- 
ing room  and  begin  at  3:30pm.  For 
more  information,  phone  Dave  or  Nan 
Wells  at  229-8372  or  email  them  at 
nan  1 940@aol.com.  All  are  welcome. 

Resource  materials  at  the  library. 
The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  has  assem- 
bled an  extensive  collection  of  infor- 
mational materials  on  disabilities  and 
will  put  them  on  display  in  September. 


office  of  the  bylaw  changes  passed  at  the 
May  2  town  meeting. 

Planning  Board  members  attended  a 
training  session  by  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission  in  Pittsfield  on  July  28. 

Peter  Cherneff  will  be  absent  August  24. 
Chris  Tomich  will  substitute  for  him. 

A  FOIA  request  was  received  from  a 
lawyer  representing  Century  Acquisitions 
for  any  and  all  documents  concerning  Cen- 
tury Acquisitions.  The  Board  hasn't  had  any 
discussions  regarding  Century  Acquisitions. 
—Nadia  Milleron,  Planning  Board  Secretary 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION:  June  13  &  27,  July  1 1  meetings 


The  Commission  held  a  Public  Hearing  on 
Notice  of  Intent  (when  an  activity  is  likely 
to  affect  a  wetlands)  by  Deborah  Reich, 
1666  Boardman  St.:  relocation  of  existing 
house,  lengthening  of  driveway,  construc- 
tion of  new  garage  and  associated  grading. 
Shannon  Boomsma  of  White  Engineering 
was  present  for  the  applicant.  The  Com- 
mission had  made  a  site  visit  and  were 
satisfied  with  the  project  as  presented,  with 
one  exception.  The  Commission  requested 
that  the  buffer  zone  area  not  be  seeded  for  a 
lawn  and  mowed,  but  rather  replanted  with 
native  vegetation.  The  applicant  agreed  with 
this  request.  Shannon  Boomsma  told  the 
Commission  that  the  house  will  be  placed  in 
segments  onto  railcars  and  then  be  slid  onto 
its  foundation.  The  Commission  approved 
the  application. 

The  Commission  discussed  violations 
on  The  Nature  Conservancy  property  at 
the  intersection  of  Kelsey  and  Under- 
mountain  Rds.,  known  as  the  Kilbon 
Tract.  Leslie  Luchonek  and  Angela  Siroy 
of  The  Nature  Conservancy  and  Emily 
Stockman  of  Stockman  Associates,  a  wet- 
lands consultant  firm,  were  present.  After 
the  snow  melted,  significant  alterations 
were  noted  to  the  area.  An  abutter,  who 
had  been  asked  to  only  do  some  mowing 
on  the  outer  portion  of  the  property,  also 
attempted  to  create  a  bird  habitat,  digging 
out  soils  and  damming  and  redirecting 
water  in  an  effort  to  make  a  pond.  Woody 
shrubs  were  removed,  and  erosion  and 
sedimentation  had  occurred. 

This  additional  work  had  been  done 
without  The  Nature  Conservancy's 
permission  and  the  violator  has  been  con- 
tacted and  told  to  discontinue  any  further 
activity,  including  mowing.  TNC  hired 
Stockman  Associates  to  prepare  a  restora- 
tion plan  to  revert  the  area  to  the  original 
marsh  and  wet  meadow.  The  wetlands 
and  intermittent  stream  eventually  drain 
into  the  Schenob  Brook,  an  area  of  critical 
environmental  concern. 

The  restoration  involves  constructing 
a  coffer  dam  and  removing  sedimentation 
and  materials  placed  to  alter  the  water  flow. 
Topsoil  will  be  replaced  and  seeded  with  a 
native  mix.  The  grade  will  be  restored.  Any 
invasives  will  be  removed  and  revegetated 
with  native  plantings,  which  will  be  estab- 
lished in  the  fall.  The  work  is  planned  for  the 
dry  season  of  July  and  August. 

Later,  the  Commission  contacted  Mark 
Stinson  of  the  state  Dept.  of  Environmental 


Protection,  who  said  it  would  need  to  issue        of  vegetation,  frequently  done  in  close 
a'Triendly"  enforcement  order  to  TNC. The     to  private  residences  and  water  supplies. 


Commission  voted  to  approve  issuance  of 
such  an  order  with  the  condition  that  the 
Commission  be  notified  upon  commence- 
ment of  work. 

James  Collingwood  informed  the  Com- 
mission that  he  had  inspected  the  straw 
waddles  on  the  Parsons  property  as  was 
required  to  proceed  with  construction  and 
they  appeared  to  be  adequate. 

The  Commission  held  a  Public  Hear- 
ing on  a  Request  for  Determination  of 
Applicability  of  wetlands  regulations  for 
David  J.  Spirakis,  304  Hickey  Hill  Rd., 
addition  of  a  20x22-foot  room  on  the  side 
of  existing  house  adjacent  to  intermittent 
stream  and  addition  of  new  entry  and 
mudroom  on  a  side  away  from  intermit- 
tent stream.  James  Crisp  of  Crisp  Archi- 
tects was  present  for  the  applicant.  The 
Commission  had  done  a  site  visit  on  the 
property  voted  to  issue  a  negative  determi- 


The  Housatonic  Railroad  Company  has 
asserted  that  previous  notification  to  the 
Commission  was  a  courtesy  and  that 
Federal  law  supersedes  any  town  or  state 
regulation.  Vegetation  along  the  tracks  must 
be  managed  to  keep  the  trains  running. 

Although  the  Commission  understood 
the  need  to  keep  the  train  tracks  vegetation 
free,  they  were  concerned  that  precaution- 
ary guidelines  were  not  being  adhered  to 
and  that  treatments  were  being  applied 
in  "no  spray  zones"  or  overspraying  may 
be  occurring.  A  letter  was  drafted  to  the 
Housatonic  Railroad  requesting  that  the 
areas  be  properly  delineated,  that  they  be 
informed  of  actual  dates  of  spraying  and 
that  appropriate  precautions  regarding 
protection  of  wells  and  other  water  sources 
be  taken. 

The  Commission  has  spoken  to 
Mark  Stinson  of  DEP  regarding  Century 


nation  of  applicability  with  the  conditions      Acquisitions'  proposal  to  build  an  asphalt 
that  appropriate  silt  fencing  straw  bales  or     plant  on  its  Clayton  Rd.  property.  He  told 


waddles  be  installed  and  that  the  Commis- 
sion be  notified  upon  commencement  of 
the  project. 

Later,  the  Commission  was  made  aware 
of  a  propane  tank  at  the  Spirakis  property, 
apparently  not  part  of  the  approved  plans 
for  a  construction  project  there.  A  site  visit 
will  be  made. 

In  other  business,  the  Commission 
approved  its  Request  for  Certificate  of 
Compliance,  BTCF  Resources,  Inc.,  800 
North  Main  St. 

It  told  Lou  Levine  of  Ashley  Falls 
that  he  will  most  likely  need  to  submit 
a  Request  for 


them  that  the  company  has  been  working 
with  a  firm  to  address  its  violations,  which 
apparently  are  extensive.  The  Commission 
believes  that  it  should  have  more  input 
with  regard  to  this  situation  and  agreed  to 
set  up  a  meeting  with  representatives  of 
Century  Acquisitions. 

With  respect  to  the  drainage  problems 
on  Hillside  Lane,  Rene  Wood  was  meeting 
with  Jared  Clayton  to  address  the  issue. 

Coon  Construction  contacted  the  Com- 
mission to  say  that  work  would  begin  on  the 
Chatham  property  at  99  Park  Lane.  A  site 
visit  was  scheduled. 


Determination  of 
Applicability  to 
build  a  garage  on  his 
property  and  that 
because  the  property 
is  in  a  priority  habi- 
tat, the  Commission 
would  like  to  consult 
with  Mark  Stinson 
at  DEP.  They  then 
scheduled  a  site  visit 
on  the  property. 

The  Commission 
discussed  the  Hou- 
satonic Railroad's 
herbicidal  spraying 
along  the  tracks  to 
keep  the  area  clear 


CULTURAL  COUNCIL  SEEKS  PROPOSALS 

The  deadline  for  organizations,  schools  and  individuals  to 
apply  for  grants  that  support  cultural  activities  in  its  commu- 
nity is  a  October  15  postmark.  Cultural  Council  grants  will 
support  artistic  projects  and  activities  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls,  including  exhibits,  festivals,  short-term  artist  residencies 
or  performances  in  schools,  workshops  and  lectures.  Last 
year,  the  Council  distributed  about  $4,000  in  grants. 

To  help  those  looking  to  apply,  the  Council  will  offer  a  free 
"Grant  Writing  Workshop  and  Info  Session"  at  the  Library  on 
Sat,  Oct.  I  from  1 0am  to  Noon.  Meet  with  members  of  the 
Cultural  Council  to  discuss  your  proposals  and  gain  grant- 
writing  information. 

For  specific  guidelines  and  application  forms,  see  http:// 
www.mass-culture.org/Sheffield.  Further  questions  can  be 
directed  to  Trudy  Miller,  chair,  at  trudyweavermiller@msn.com 
or  4 1 3-44 1 -6446. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


NEW  OUTLET  FOR  SHEFFIELD  FARMERS 


After  three  years  of  planning  and  months 
of  work  on  renovating  the  space,  Jeremy 
Stanton's  Meat  Market  is  ready  to  open 
on  Route  7  in  Great  Barrington,  behind 
the  Aegean  Breeze. 

The  Meat  Market's  focus  is  on  locally 
produced,  sustainably  raised  and  meat 
expertly  butchered  by  Stanton  and 
his  team.  It  will  also  sell  house-made 
sausage  and  charcuterie  and  fine  pre- 
pared foods  such  as  Bolognese  sauce  and 
stuffed  pork  loin. 

Not  surprisingly,  Sheffield  farmers 
are  an  important  source  for  Stanton's 
new  project,  including  meat  raised  at 
Morven  Allen's  Balsam  Hill  Farm,  June 
and  Jim  Wolfe's  Wolfe  Spring  Farm,  and 
Dominic  Palumbo's  Moon  in  the  Pond 
Farm.  Produce  used  in  his  prepared  foods 
will  come  from  Ted  Dobson's  Equinox 
Farm  and,  hopefully,  the  new  Coopera- 
tive Community  Farm  on  Lime  Kiln  Rd. 
Other  sources  for  meat  include  Heron- 


dale  Farm  in  Ancramdale,  NY,  Sky  Farm 
in  Stockbridge  and  North  Plain  and  Blue 
Hill  farms  in  Great  Barrington,  which  are 
run  by  Jeremy's  brother,  Sean. 

The  Meat  Market  will  give  people 
an  easy  way  to  find  products  from  these 
farms.  Having  Stanton's  expert  butcher- 
ing is  a  big  plus  for  the  farmers  as  well. 
"It's  a  win-win,"  says  Dominic  Palumbo  of 
Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm. 

Stanton,  who  lives  in  Southfield  (still 
a"229'er,"  as  he  points  out),  opened  Fire 
Roasted  Catering  seven  years  ago. "Ever 
since  I  have  been  working  in  food,  I  have 
been  supporting  local  agriculture,"  he 
says.  "At  the  Meat  Market  nothing  will 
be  outsourced,  and  everything  will  be 
made  here." 

The  Meat  Market  is,  appropriately,  a 
communal  enterprise.  Family  and  friends 
helped  with  everything  from  construction 
to  design  to  marketing,  with  Stanton's 
father  Nick  laying  the  final  cement  last 


SCHOOL  SUPPLY  RAFFLE 

Barb's  Baked  Goods  is  holding  a 
back-to-school  drawing  for  a  basket  of 
school  supplies,  a  $70  value. The  draw- 
ing will  take  place  "once  everyone  has 
entered,"  according  to  Barb  Davidson. 
"This  basket  has  hard-cover  note- 
books, pencils,  pens  and  everything 
else  they  use  in  school." 

Barb  says  that  in  October  she'll 
hold  a  raffle  for  a  basket  of  baked 
goods,  jams  and  more. 


week  as  all  around  him  everyone  busily 
prepared  for  the  opening. 

Even  Stanton's  choice  of  a  piston 
stuffer  for  making  sausages  demonstrates 
his  commitment  to  the  community. "It 
takes  two  people  to  work  it,  but  for  the 
cost  of  an  automated  machine  I  can  share 
the  labor  and  enjoy  the  camaraderie." 

The  Meat  Market  promises  to  be  an 
important — and  delicious — addition  to 
our  area's  growing  sustainable  agricul- 
ture movement.         — Adam  Casdin 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  .  Beer  .  Wine  .  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


BUYING 
GOLD 

BULK  SILVER  (FLATWARE,  ETC.) 
DIAMOND  BROKERS  &  APPRAISERS 


Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 

JEWELRY  MANUFACTURING 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-0050 

Compare  &  Save 
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LAND  TRUST  RECEIVES  TRAILS  GRANT 


The  Land  Trust  is  one  of  42  winners  of  the 
2011  Massachusetts  Recreational  Trails 
Program  grants.  The  money  from  the 
grant — $24,000 — will  help  fund  replacing 
a  bridge  across  the  Schenob  Brook.  The 
bridge  connects  two  portions  of  Land  Trust 
property  that  are  part  of  its  community  trail 
system  in  the  center  of  town  and  will  main- 
tain a  safe  walking  route  between  Salisbury 
Rd.  and  the  school  campus.  Its  completion 
is  planned  for  2012. 

The  Land  Trust  is  undertaking  the 
project  in  partnership  with  Greenagers, 
a  youth  environmental  service  program, 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  town,  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  and  local  contractors  and  busi- 
nesses. The  bridge  is  the  second  phase 
of  the  project.  The  first  phase  was  the 
removal  of  invasive  plants,  done  with  the 
help  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  Church, 
which  owns  the  cemetery  on  Salisbury 
Rd.  Later  phases  will  include  kiosks, 


signs  and  improvements  that  will  allow 
wheelchair  access  to  the  trail.  The  land 
was  formerly  owned  by  the  Cosgriff  and 
Dohoney  families. 

The  Land  Trust  is  looking  for  volun- 
teers to  help  with  the  work. 

Other  Land  Trust  news 

Farm  to  be  protected.  The  Land 
Trust's  newest  project  is  the  Brunnschwei- 
ler  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction, 
which  will  conserve  299  acres  of  farmland, 
pasture,  woodland,  ponds  and  wetlands, 
as  well  as  farm  buildings,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Housatonic  River.  The  property 
is  visible  from  the  river,  Boardman  St., 
Route  7,  the  Appalachian  Trail  and  the 
Covered  Bridge.  The  Aragis  of  Pine  Island 
Farm  will  own  and  farm  the  land.  The 
farmhouse  will  be  used  for  farmworker 
housing. 

The  Brunnschweiler  property  is  part  of 
the  Land  Trust's  Housatonic  River  Cor- 


FALL  PROPERTY  WALK  SET 
FOR  OCT.  23 

The  Land  Trust  offers  a  rare  chance  to 
walk  on  private  conserved  land  on  Sun., 
Oct.  23.  Rene  Wendell,  the  conservation 
ranger  from  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  will 
lead  the  walk. Watch  for  details  on  time 
and  place  closer  to  the  event. 

ridor  Agricultural  &  Ecological  Initiative.  In 
this  corridor,  the  Land  Trust  has  previously 
protected  seven  other  farms  represent- 
ing nearly  1,000  acres  of  fields,  forest  and 
wildlife  areas. 

Goal  almost  reached.  The  Sheffield- 
Egremont  Agricultural,  Ecological,  and  Sce- 
nic Corridor  will  protect  more  than  2,000 
acres  in  northwest  Sheffield  and  southeast 
Egremont.The  Land  Trust  has  raised  $1.8 
million  in  gifts  and  pledges  toward  the  $2 
million  goal  for  Phase  II  of  this  project, 
which  will  protect  Maple  Shade  Farm  on 
the  Sheffield- Egremont  Rd.  and  land  along 
Route  41. 

For  more  information  or  to  contrib- 
ute, contact  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
at  229-0234,  shefland@bcn.net,  or 
www.sheffieldland.org. 


Geer  Adult  Day  Center 
860-824-7067 

Day  services  and  transportation 
for  elderly  and  disabled  adults. 

Roundtrip  transportation 
Entertainment,  community  outings 
Healthcare  management 
by  a  Registered  Nurse 
Assistance  with  personal  care 
Nutritious  meals 


Geer  Village 
860-824-8133 

Apartments  for  retirement  living  - 
independent,  assisted  living  and 
assisted  living  for  the  memory  impaired. 

Educational  and  cultural  programs 
YMCA  managed  pool,  fitness  center 
Professional  staff,  24  hours  a  day 
Physician  office  hours  on  site 
Restaurant  style  dining,  Bistro,  Library/Media 
Center,  Art  Studio,  Garden  Room,  Pub, 
Beauty  Salon  and  Barber  Services, 
Pharmacy  Services 
Pets  welcome 


Geer 

,jfor 
all  reasons. 


A  Tradition  of  Caring, 

A  Sense  of  Community, 

A  Way  of  Life 


Geer 


Geer  Skilled  Nursing  and 

Rehabilitation 

860-824-5137 

Short  and  long  term  care  in  a 
warm  and  caring  environment. 

Inpatient  &  outpatient  rehabilitation 

IV  Therapy  Certification 

On  Site  Pharmacy 

Respite  Care 

Hospice  Care 

Pet  Therapy 

Geer  Outpatient  Physical 

Therapy 

860-824-3820 

Treatment  for  people  of  all  ages 
and  needs. 

Orthopedic  and  Sports  Rehabilitation 
Post-Surgical  Rehabilitation 
Neck  and  Back  Treatment 
Work-related  Injuries 
Pool  Therapy 

Deep  Tissue  Laser  Therapy 
Specialized  exercise  equipment 
Specialized  Programs  and  Treatments 
for  many  other  conditions. 


ith  Canaan  Road,  Canagjj,  CT  06018   ^fc 
yinww.ge#<§£res.org 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Busy  summer.  Summer  at  the  Historical 
Society  means  vacationing  visitors  com- 
ing to  the  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center, 
sunshine  and  flowers  in  the  garden  of  the 
Dan  Raymond  House  and  exhibits  at 
the  Old  Stone  Store.  Early  in  the  sum- 
mer, "Sheffield  During  the  Civil  War" 
explored  what  was  happening  in  Sheffield 
while  the  men  were  away  at  war.  Dur- 
ing July,  sixth-grade  students  from  the 
Taconic  Hills  Central  School  District  in 
Craryville,  NY,  presented  their  posters  on 
Elizabeth  Freeman  as  part  of  the  Mum- 
bet  Project.  Open  now  is  "Talking  Maps." 
(See  the  box  at  right.) 

Fall  programs.  The  Program  Com- 
mittee has  been  busy  putting  together  a 
great  fall  line-up  of  speakers  and  pro- 
grams. On  Fri.,  Sept.  9,  Bruce  Bird  of 
the  Museum  of  Black  World  War  Two 
History  will  talk  about  the  Tuskegee  Air- 
man, the  first  African  American  military 
aviators  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces. 


Tyler  Home  & 
Property  Services 

FAMILY  OWNED  &  OPERATED 


Carpentry/Contruction 

Fine  Finish  Carpentry,  Remodeling, 
Restoration,  Additions,  Decks,  Custom 
Built-Ins,  Windows,  Doors  &  more 

Tile  Setting  (Custom  quotes  available) 

Floors,  Kitchens,  Custom  Baths  &.  Showers 

Property  Management 

Garage,  Basement  &  Barn  Cleaning 
Gardening  &  Landscape  Installation 
Spring  &  Fall  Clean-up 
Brush  Clearing  (Small  Jobs) 
Handyman/woman  Services 

ASHLEY  FALLS,  MA 

(413)  229-0260 

cell  (413)  446-5205 
email:  tylerhomeprop@yahoo.com 

FREE  ESTIMATES  •  FULLY  INSURED 

ma  Lie  #159532 


On  Fri.,  Oct.  14,  Rhonda  Cushwa  will 
tell  the  story  of  William  Maxson,  who 
founded  the  Berkshire  Trout  Farm  here 
in  Sheffield,  and  Maxson  Food  Systems, 
which  helped  invent  the  frozen  dinner 
during  the  1940s. 

Both  programs  will  be  held  at  Dewey 
Memorial  Hall  and  will  begin  at  7:30pm. 
Programs  are  free  and  open  to  the  public. 

In  November  and  December  we  switch 
from  the  educational  to  the  social.  On  Fri., 
Nov.  10  at  7:30pm,  you  can  enjoy  a  preview 
of  the  goodies  being  sold  at  our  annual 
Festival  of  Holidays  at  the  "Old  Stone  Store 


Tastings"  reception.  The  Historical  Society 
Annual  Holiday  Party  will  be  held  in  the 
Dan  Raymond  House  on  Sun.,  Dec.  11  at 
5pm.  Enjoy  the  feeling  of  yesteryear  around 
the  fireplace  in  the  old  kitchen  while  sipping 
wine,  enjoying  the  music  and  sampling  the 
sweets  and  savories. 

As  always,  we  invite  you  to  join  us 
as  a  member  of  the  Sheffield  Historical 
Society.  Your  support,  both  financial 
and  volunteer,  helps  us  preserve  our 
historic  heritage  here  in  Sheffield  and 
South  County.  Thank  you! 

— Barbara  Dowling 


STONE  STORE  EXHIBIT  FEATURES  MAPS 

"Talking  MapsThese  Maps  Tell  Stories"  is  at  the  Old  Stone  Store  until  Sun.,  Sept.  18. 
The  "talking  maps"  are  no  GPS.  Rather,  they  are  documents  with  stories  to  tell. 

Maps  open  windows  not  only  on  geography  and  travel,  but  on  history  as  well. 
They  are  a  universal  medium  for  communication,  easily  understood  and  appreciated, 
providing  information  about  what  was  known  in  times  pastThey  pass  ideas  and 
knowledge  on  to  future  generations. 

The  maps  chosen  for  this  exhibit,  curated  by  James  R.  Miller  and  Taylor  K.  Neil, 
illustrate  some  of  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  South  County,  primarily 
Sheffield,  from  the  time  of  the  earliest  map,  1722,  to  the  21st  century.The  current 
day  is  represented  by  the  most  recent  addition  to  the  Society's  permanent  collec- 
tion, the  2010  Egremont  historical  reconstruction  of  that  town's  history,  going  back 
about  250  years.  Maps  of  Great  Barrington,  Mt.  Washington,  New  Marlborough  and 
Stockbridge  are  also  included  in  the  exhibit. 

The  maps  tell  a  story  of  demographic  changes  through  a  constant  increase  in 
housing  units.  Beginning  in  the  19th  century,  commerce  is  on  the  rise,  represented 
by  such  institutions  as  general  stores,  mills,  blacksmith  shops  and  inns.The  hereto- 
fore ubiquitous  farms  can  be  seen  becoming  less  and  less  dominant. 

Roadways  are  added,  straightened,  widened;  more  and  more  bridges  appear 
and  interstate  and  interurban  transportation  systems  are  documented.  In  the  early 
1900s,  electricity  and  telephone  lines  appear  and  municipal  water  supplies  were 
installed,  all  illustrated  graphically  through  this  exhibit. 

Stone  Store  hours  are  1 0am  to  2am  Saturdays  and  I  lam  to  3pm  Sundays. 

— Catherine  Miller 


22 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Cruise  winner.  Paul  Mulholland,  our 
Troy  Travel  agent,  reached  into  the 
golden  drum  and  pulled  out  the  two 
lucky  tickets.  Harry  Ignadis,  a  pizza  man 
from  Winsted,  CT,  was  the  winner  in  the 
Kiwanis  Club  Caribbean  Cruise  Raffle. 
The  second  prize  of  $1,000  went  to  Sue 
Crane  of  Sheffield.  All  the  excitement 
was  witnessed  in  the  Lounge  of  the 
Bridge  Restaurant  on  Aug.  10. 

Harry  and  his  wife  will  leave  for  seven 
days  on  the  Norwegian  Pearl  from  Miami 
and  make  stops  in  the  Bahamas,  Jamaica, 
Grand  Cayman  Island  and  Cozumel, 
Mexico,  before  returning  to  port. 

Our  congratulations  go  to  the  win- 
ners, and  our  grateful  appreciation  is 
extended  to  all  the  supporters  of  Kiwanis 
who  bought  the  810  tickets  sold.  Maybe 
we'll  do  it  again  next  year!  A  portion  of 
the  profits  from  the  cruise  raffle  will  go, 
as  promised,  toward  the  purchase  of  the 
state-mandated  defibrillators  needed  in 
the  town  of  Sheffield. 

Convention  and  officers.  Over  the 
weekend  of  Aug.  18  to  21,  the  club  sent 
about  a  dozen  delegates  to  the  New  Eng- 
land District  Convention  at  the  Crowne 
Plaza  Hotel  in  Warwick,  RI.  Highlights  of 
the  trip  included  a  dinner  train  ride  around 
Narragansett  Bay  and  the  Newport  area 
with  Broadway-style  entertainment  aboard. 

Vesta  Browne,  a  member  of  the 
Sheffield  Club,  was  installed  as  the  new 
governor  of  the  New  England  Kiwanis 
District  on  Saturday  night.  (Another 
Sheffield  member,  R.  Michael  Kirchner, 


held  the  office  in  2000.)  Our  local  Divi- 
sion 21  lieutenant  governor  is  once  again 
Sheffield's  Denise  Rueger,  who  begins  her 
second  year  in  the  post. 

Awards.  The  newly  elected  officers 
and  Board  of  Directors  will  be  installed 
at  the  Kiwanis  Awards  Banquet  on  Sat., 
Oct.  8,  at  the  Bridge  Restaurant.  Special 
honors  that  evening  will  include  recog- 
nizing Robert  Rueger  (posthumously) 
with  a  Lifetime  Achievement  award.  Wes 
Peterson  will  receive  our  annual  Citizen 
of  the  Year  plaque.  Wes  will  then  have  a 
scholarship  named  for  him,  to  be  pre- 
sented at  next  spring's  picnic,  which  we 
host  for  the  graduates  at  the  Town  Park. 

Cafe  and  parking.  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
will  be  represented  at  the  Great  Bar- 
rington  Airport's  "Fly- In"  celebration  on 
Sat.,  Sept.  3.  One  of  our  crews  will  assist 
with  parking  while  another  group  will 
serve  customers  from  the  Kiwanis  Cafe, 
our  refreshment  trailer. 

Steak  roast.  The  annual  Kiwanis 
Steak  Roast  will  be  held  at  the  Sheffield 
Firehouse  on  Sat.,  Sept.  10  from  4:30  to 
7:30pm.  The  menu  includes  strip  steak, 
baked  potatoes,  corn-on-the-cob,  salads 
and  desserts.  Beer,  wine  and  soft  drinks 
are  available,  along  with  a  special  children's 
menu.  Tickets  are  available  in  advance 
for  $20  each;  at  the  door  the  cost  will  be 
$25.  There  will  be  live  music  and  a  silent 
auction.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Hose  Com- 
pany's building  program  and  the  Kiwanis 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Radiothon.  The  annual  Sheffield 


j  i       **- 


Paul  Mulholland  draws  the  winning  tickets 
while  Raffle  Chairman  Dick  Goodwin 
stands  ready  to  phone  the  winners. 

Kiwanis  Radiothon  on  Station  WSBS 
will  happen  this  year  on  Fri.,  Oct.  14.  Dave 
Smith,  Jr.,  and  Dick  Goodwin  are  the 
planned  co-hosts  for  the  morning  appeal 
for  financial  support  for  our  programs. 
Plan  to  tune  in  and  phone  your  pledge 
to  continue  the  services  that  Kiwanis 
provides  to  the  seven  towns  in  our  area. 

Wanted:  high  school  leaders. 
Kiwanis  sponsors  a  "Key  Leader"  pro- 
gram throughout  the  year.  The  weekend 
event  (scheduled  in  many  localities) 
introduces  the  idea  of  service  leadership 
to  the  next  generation  of  leaders.  A  Key 
Leader  is  one  who  has  learned  the  most 
important  lesson  of  leadership:  Leader- 
ship comes  from  helping  others  succeed. 
The  Sheffield  Club  sponsors  at  least  two 
high  school  students  for  the  session  at 
Lakeside  Camp  in  Pittsfield,  this  year  on 
Oct.  22-23.  Any  high  school  student  in 
the  area  is  eligible.  Please  spread  the  word 
and  notify  Cathy  Finkle  (229-3579)  if 
you  have  a  candidate.  Spaces  are  limited, 
so  register  early!       — Dick  Goodwin 


SCHUMANNS  HONORED  FOR  WORK  ON  SENIOR  CENTER 


On  June  21,  more  than  a  dozen  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center  gathered  for  a  potluck  luncheon  to  thank  Carl  and 
Pauline  Schumann  for  their  long  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Center. 
Along  with  other  Senior  Center  enthusiasts,  they  have  been 
instrumental  in  bringing  the  new  Senior  Center  to  fruition. 

Pauline  was  assistant  director  of  the  Senior 
Center  for  many  years  and  also  the  chair  of  the 
Council  on  Aging,  the  town  board  that  oversees 
the  Center.  She  left  that  position  to  become  chair 
of  the  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center,  a 
501(c)(3)  nonprofit  group  providing  support  for 
the  Senior  Center's  projects  and  programs. 

Pauline  and  Carl  met  some  12  years  ago 
while  volunteering  for  the  delivery  of  "Meals 
on  Wheels,"  and  they  have  worked  wonderfully 
together  ever  since.  He  has  steadfastly  supported 
Pauline  in  her  many  volunteer  roles.  Carl  has 
also  made  numerous  wooden  items  sold  at  tag 


sales  sponsored  by  The  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center. 

At  the  luncheon,  the  Friends  expressed  their  appreciation 
for  the  Schumanns'  hard  work  and  dedication  to  a  revitalized 
community  asset  advocating  for  Sheffield  seniors. 

— Fred  Harwood 

TAG  SALE  TO  BENEFIT  SENIOR  CENTER 

On  Sat.,  Oct.  22,  from  8am  to  3pm,  the  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center  will 
hold  a  giant  tag  sale  at  the  Senior  Center  on  Cook  Rd.  Come  visit  with 
friends  and  enjoy  homemade  treats  while  you  look  for  that  great  "find." 

Do  you  have  household  items  you  are  thinking  of  giving  away  or  closets 
or  garages  you  want  to  clean  out?  Have  you  finished  reading  those  books 
or  seen  enough  of  those  DVDs?   Donations  will  be  accepted  on  Friday, 
Oct.  2 1, from  9am  to  4pm  at  the  Senior  Center.  Please,  no  clothing  or 
stuffed  animals. 

The  Friends  of  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center  support  and  promote 
Senior  Programs  at  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center.    — Kathy  Cashiola,  Director 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


COBBLE  NEWS:  WHAT'S  NEW  AT  AN  OLD  HOUSE 

Many  people  are  aware  of  the  extensive 
physical  work  and  renovations  that  go 
into  preserving  historic  homes.  Simi- 
larly the  art  of  historical  interpretation 
also  requires  constant  care  and,  on 
occasion/renovation." This  year,  a  new 
interpretive  center  is  being  installed  at 
the  Ashley  House,  in  the  former  garage, 
and  the  house  tour  is  being  dusted  off, 
reexamined  and  rewritten.  Here's  how 
one  of  the  graduate  student  interns, 
studying  to  be  a  museum  professional, 
describes  the  process: 

Every  graduate  student  hopes  to 
find  an  internship  that  challenges  and 
inspires.  For  both  Elizabeth  Bradley  (of 
UMass  Amherst)  and  myself,  the  Ashley 
House  provided  that  opportunity.  This 


Tramia  Jackson  and  Elizabeth  Bradley,  interns  at  the 
Ashley  House  who  revised  the  house  tour  this  summer. 

Ashley  family's.  In  rewriting  the  tour,  we 


cap  owned  by  Zach  to  demonstrate 
the  disparities  of  class  and  color  in 
the  18th  century.  I  see  a  wooden 
mortar  and  pestle  as  emblematic  of 
Elizabeth  Freeman's  skills  in  mid- 
wifery and  nursing,  skills  that  allowed 
her  a  degree  of  freedom  despite  her 
enslavement. 

By  the  end  of  our  research,  we 
had  imbued  the  tour  with  themes 
of  freedom,  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, women  and  family  life  and  class 
and  economy  in  Sheffield,  themes 
that  encompass  the  entire  Ashley 
household.  The  tour  asks  visitors  to 


stories  of  freedom  in  one  historic  house? 
We  consulted  local  historians  like 


inherited  this  challenge.  How  do  you  tell  two     compare  and  contrast  the  Ashley  family's 

experience  of  the  Revolution  and  early 
settlement  with  the  experience  of  those 
who  were  enslaved.  The  tour  strives  to 
be  engaging  and  to  encourage  dialogue 
about  social  justice  and  what  freedom 
means  today. 

From  cleaning  historic  hearths,  to 
event  planning  and  guided  tours,  the 
Ashley  House  has  provided  a  great 


summer,  we  were  hired  to  re-interpret  the  David  Levinson  and  Emilie  Piper,  other 

Ashley  house  and  to  develop  a  dynamic  historic  sites,  birth,  marriage  and  death 

house  tour  that  incorporates  the  latest  records,  wills,  probate  records  and  the 

research,  not  just  about  Elizabeth  Free-  few  remaining  Ashley  store  account 

man,  but  of  the  Ashley  Family  during  the  books  to  construct  clearer  pictures  of 

American  Revolutionary  period.  each  household  member  and  the  society 

The  new  Interpretive  Center,  which  in  which  they  lived.  We  researched  the 

will  be  open  year  round,  highlights  Eliza-  condition  of  slavery  in  the  Ashley  House,      opportunity  for  growth  and  career  devel- 


beth  Freeman's  legacy  in  the  Berkshires,  "The  Ashleys  and  the  enslaved  members 

along  with  the  lives  of  the  other  enslaved  of  the  household  lived  close  together  in 

Ashley  household  members,  Zach,  John  one  house.  It's  impossible  to  tell  one  story 

and  Harry.  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  without  the  other,"  explains  my  fellow 

partnered  with  the  Public  History  pro-  intern.  We  wove  challenging  ideas  of 

gram  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  slavery  and  freedom  with  more  accessible 
and  a  group  of  graduate  students  devel- 
oped the  interpretive  panels.  The  project 


was  funded  by  the  African  American 
Heritage  Trail. 

Previous  house  tours  of  the  Ashley 
House  struggled  to  reconcile  the  story  of 
Elizabeth  Freeman's  life  with  that  of  the 


and  human  stories  such  as  stories  of  work 
and  weddings. 

Objects  in  the  house  helped  us  to 
explore  ways  of  reinforcing  themes  and 


opment  in  the  museum  field.  As  summer 
ends  and  we  prepare  to  return  to  school, 
we  know  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
will  see  that  the  house  and  its  stories 
reach  broader  and  broader  audiences. 

We  encourage  you  to  come  hear  the 
new  house  tour  and  see  the  interpretive 
panels.  Plan  on  visiting  during  the  Sat- 
urday or  Sunday  of  Labor  Day  weekend 
(tours  at  1pm  and  2pm)  or  any  Saturday 


ideas.  Elizabeth  Bradley  compares  a  fash-     through  Oct.  8  (tours  at  1pm). 

ionable  and  expensive  beaver  hat  owned  — Tramia  Jackson, 

by  Col.  Ashley  with  a  less  expensive  felt  Cooperstown  Graduate  Program 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  7'  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 

Mantels 

Turning  Stock 

Tonewood 

Burls  m 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30;  Sat  8  00-Noon 
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EVENTS  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE 


Labor  Day  Canoe  Trip 

Mon.,  Sept.  5, 8:30- 1  1:30am 
Celebrate  Labor  Day  by  paddling  the  wind- 
ing Housatonic.  Boats,  paddles  and  life  jack- 
ets provided.  Space  is  limited.  Pre-register. 
Adult  $30;  child  (age  1 0- 1 6)  $  1 5.  Members: 
Adult  $24;  child  (age  1 0-1 6)  $10. 

Sunset  Serenade:  Bagpipe  Concert 

Sat.,  Sept.  1 7, 5-7pm 

Trek  20  minutes  to  the  top  of  Hurlburt's 
Hill  and  listen  to  bagpiper  Don  Worth  as 
you  enjoy  the  sunset.  Bring  a  lawn  chair  or 
blanket  and  a  picnic,  which  we'll  tote  up  the 
hill  for  you  in  our  truck.  See  story  on  page 
8.  Please  R.SVP.  Adult  $  1 0;  child  $  I .  Members: 
Adults  $8;  child  free. 


Hurlburt's  Hill  Hawk  Watch 

Sat., Oct.  I,  I0am-I2noon 
Watch  with  an  expert  naturalist.  Hike 
minutes  up  Hurlburt's  Hill;  we'll  carry  your 
picnic  blanket  and  lunch  in  our  truck.  Pre- 
register.  Adult  $5;  Child  $  I .  Members  free. 

Fall  Foliage  Canoe  Trip 

Sun.,  Sept.  25,  and  Oct.  2  &  1 6, 9am- 1 2noon 
Paddle  the  Housatonic  River  the  mouth 
of  the  Konkapot  River  with  a  guide.  Boats, 
paddles  and  life  jackets  provided.  Space  is 
limited.  Pre-register.Adult  $30;  Child  (age 
10-16)  $l5.Members:Adult$24;child  (age 
10-16)  $10. 

Mohican  Days:  Guided  Canoe  Trip 

Columbus  Day,  Mon.,  Oct.  10, 9am-l2noon 


Paddle  the  ancient  pathways  of  the  Mohi- 
cans along  a  gentle,  scenic  section  of  the 
Housatonic.  Equipment,  fees,  as  for  Fall 
Foliage  trips. 

Guided  House  Tours 

Saturdays  through  Oct.  10,  Ipm 
Check  out  the  new  Ashley  House  tour 
and  Interpretive  Center.  Adult  $5;  child 
(through  age  12)  free.  Sheffield  residents  and 
members  free. 

Eco-Volunteers 

Thursdays  through  fall,  9am- 1 2noon 
Help  care  for  Cobble  trails  and  plant  com- 
munities. Contact  Conservation  Ranger 
Renee  Wendell  for  more  information  at 
229.8600  or  bcobble@ttor.org.  Free. 


Since  1946,  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  have  managed  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  National  Natural  Landmark.  The  Cobble  is  located  on 
Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  from  9am-4pm  Tuesday -Saturday 
during  winter  months.  Learn  what's  in  bloom  each  week  with  the  "What's  in  Bloom  Board"  on  our  Visitor  Center  porch.  Regular  admission 
is  free  for  members  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members:  $5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229- 
8600  or  email  bcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org.  Sign  up  to  receive  our  monthly  e-news  at  bcobble@ttor.org. 


KWIK 

PRINT 


INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •   Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •   Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •   Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •  Letterheads  •  Menus 

Newspapers  •  Newsletters  •  NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets  •  Wedding  Invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design  •  Mac  and  PC  Compatible 
Digital  Place  Maker  •   Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


COLOR  COPIES 


413/528-2885   Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 

35  Bridge  St.,  Gc  Barrington,  MA  0 1 230 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30  Sat.  8:30- 1 2:00 


Campo  de'  Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  &  Garden 


shop  and  garden  open  daily  10-5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,  MA 
413-528-1857 


Berkshire  Styles 

Salon 

534  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.6654 

Berksh  i  restyles.com 

Annie  Juhlin 
owner/stylist 

Hair  tA? Tanning 
Waxing^ApEar  Piercing 

Seniors  save  20%  on  Mondays! 

Hours:  Sunday  1-5,  Monday  (senior  day)  9-3, 
Thursday  10-6,  Friday  9-5,  Sat  9-3 
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MADDOCKS  CENEOLOCY  CHALLENGE 

Suzanne  (Maddocks)  Gagnon,  of  Doug- 
las, MA,  is  searching  for  information 
about  her  three-times  great  grandfather, 
Jacob  G.  Maddocks,  who  lived  in  southern 
Berkshire  County  in  the  early  1800s. 

"My  hope  is  that  someone  in  the 
Sheffield  area  will  have  some  information 
about  him,"  she  says. 

Her  research  so  far  has  shown  that 
Jacob  G.  Maddocks  was  born  in  Maine 
in  1825.  (Maddocks  can  be  spelled  in 
various  ways,  such  as  Maddox,  Maddix, 
and  Mattox.) 

He  married  Elizabeth  Linscott  in 
Appleton,  Maine,  in  January  1844.  They 
moved  to  Great  Barrington  between 
1852-1855  with  their  children,  Chester, 
Ephraim  (b.1844)  and  Avesta.  Chester 
(1844  -  Feb.  8, 1859)  is  buried  in  the  Old 
Ashley  Falls  Cemetery.  Avesta  (1852- 
1855)  is  buried  in  Mahaiwe  Cemetery. 

Jacob  had  another  three  children  born 
in  Massachusetts:  Charles  J.  in  1856,  Rose 
E.  in  1858  and  Libby  in  1860. 

Jacob  purchased  property  in  Ashley 
Falls,  with  Joseph  Maddocks,  from  Henry 
C.  Thurston.  They  worked  in  Alford 


as  coopers.  Their  business  partnership 
ended  and  Joseph  moved  his  family  to 
Brookfield,  CT 

Jacob  volunteered  for  the  Sheffield 
Militia  in  1860/1861."I  haven't  found  a 
Civil  War  record  for  him,"  says  Suzanne. 

It  is  also  possible  that  Jacob  spent  time 
in  jail.  On  April  12, 1862,  a  court  held  in 
Lenox  "seized  &  took  the  real  estate  above 
described  ...  recovered  judgment  against 
Jacob  G.  Maddocks  of  said  Sheffield,  yeo- 
man, for  the  sum  of  $128.32  &  $45.66... 
where  said  Jacob  G.  Maddocks  now 
lives....  East  side  of  the  highway  leading 
from  Ashley  Falls  to  Peter  VanDeusens..." 
Jacob  had  a  balance  still  owed  to  Henry 
C.  Thurston  of  $44.20.  The  court  said  to 
"commit  his  body  to  jail"  unless  he  paid 
within  30  days  to  the  clerk.  Who  would 
know  if  he  went  to  jail?  If  he  paid  the  debt? 

The  family  goes  missing,  she  says,  until 
the  death  record  of  their  last  child,  Martha 
E.  Maddocks.  The  death  says  she  was  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1866. 

If  anyone  has  any  information  about 
the  family,  Suzanne  can  be  reached  at 
suzgagnon@msn.com. 
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FIRE  LOG 

— Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

Barn  fire  on  Polikoff  Rd.Time  out: 
5:02am. Time  in:  6:46am. 
Mutual  aid  to  Canaan. Time  out: 
9:l9p.m.Timein:  10:06pm. 
Possible  car  fire  on  Hulett  Hill  Rd. 
Time  out:  1 :50pm. Time  in:  2:00pm. 
Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire 
Dept.Time  out  2:00am. Time  in: 
3:46am. 

Gas  spill  on  Hickey  Hill  Rd.Time  out: 
8:20pm. Time  in:  8:50pm. 
Unattended  fire  on  Race  Mountain 
Trail. Time  out:  1 :05pm. Time  in: 
2:10pm. 


Car  accident  on  Route  7  South. Time 

out:  1 :38am. Time  in:  2:58am. 

Fire  alarm  at  Berkshire  School. Time 

out:  8: 1 5am. Time  in:  8:25am. 

Electric  wires  down  on  truck  on 

Lilac  Lane. Time  out:  2:32pm. Time  in: 

3:10pm. 

Sheffield  Plastics  alarm. Time  out: 

1 :28pm. Time  in:  1:55pm. 

Car  accident  requiring  Jaws  of  Life 

on  S.  Undermountain  Rd.Time  out 

1 :47pm. Time  in:  2:46pm. 

Fire  alarm  at  Berkshire. Time  out: 

2:26pm. Time  in:  2:38pm. 

Rescue  on  Race  Brook  trail  with 

injured  hiker.Time  out:  3:05pm. Time 

in:  4:20pm. 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY 


for  the 

Home 

Garden 

and  Table 


1 00  Regional  Potters 
under  one  roof 


Clip  this  aWor  20% 
off  non-sale  items 


Visit  us  Online  . 

American  Made  Pottery 


//WW. 


com 


US  Route  7  North  Main  St.  Sheffield  MA  01 257     Open  7  days  Toll  Free:  888.774.2529 
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Calendar  Page 


September 

3  Music  &  More  (p.  8) 

7  Oil  paint  disposal  (p.  16) 
10  Music  &  More  (p.  8) 

10  Sheffield  Fair  (p.  12) 

10  Kiwanis/Fire  Dept.  Steak  Roast  (p.  12) 

10  Joint  Chiefs  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  II) 

I  I  Interfaith  service  for  9/1  I  (p.  13) 

16  Health  care  talk  (p.  18) 

17  Music  &  More  (p.  8) 

17  Sunset  serenade  at  the  Cobble  (p.  10) 

24  Oil  paint  disposal  (p.  16) 

24  Music  &  More  (p.  8) 

October 

I  Music  &  More  (p.  8) 

5  Marilyn  Miller  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  II) 

8  Silent  Auction  (p.  13) 

9  Dewey  Hall  Pie  Contest  (p.  9) 

15  Deadline  for  Cultural  Council  grants  (p.  19) 

/  5  Deadline  for  the  NOV.IDEC.  Sheffield  Times 

21  Special  education  resources  talk  (p.  18) 

22  Friends  of  Senior  Center  tag  sale  (p.  23) 

23  Land  Trust  property  walk  (p.  2 1 ) 
29  Prescription  drug  roundup  (p.  17) 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week 
number-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  are  on  the  first  and  third  times  that 
day  occurs  in  the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 
Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-1pm 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4lh  (2nd  only  for  winter) 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 
Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

*  Foot  care  clinic,  Senior  Center,  1s' 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-1pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1sl 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4'h  (4th  only  for  summer) 
Thursdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  11am-6pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Third  Thursday  Luncheon,  Senior  Center,  noon 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Breaking  Bread  Kitchen,  Amerlican  Legion  Hall,  5pm 

Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  11am-4pm 

Council  on  Aging,  9:30am,  as  needed 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  Library,  3:30pm  3rd 
Saturdays: 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of      □  $25  □  $50  D  $100      □  $200     □  $500      O  Other 

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

I!  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


l~l  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    □ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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Sheffield 


WIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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WE    PLEDGE    TO    SUPPORT    SPONSOR    VOLUNTEER 


it's  3:00  a.m 


IfiSffVmSvnl^raSfsiw c*S  M2r  *H  P 


are 


you  would  if  you  had  e-Banking. 

discover  the  power  of  you  &  e 
www.salisburybank.com 


■ .     •'  w 


^ 


SALISBURY  BANK 


enriching. 


640  North  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257    I   413-229-5000   I   www.salisburybank.com 

L^J  Equal  Housing  Lender   09/1 1ST  ©  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company     Member  FDIC 


